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108th Legislature Passes Bills Benefiting State Farmers.
By Al Juhnke, NPPA Executive Director 

On June 1, the Nebraska Legislature 
adjourned sine die to conclude its first year 
of the 108th session.  This year’s session was 
the most contentious and difficult in recent 
memory, with partisan rancor and extended 
filibustering over numerous issues dominating 
the headlines from Lincoln.  Despite these 
challenges, we are happy to report several 
significant accomplishments for the Nebraska 
Pork Producers Association, including the bills 
listed below.

•  �LB 243 (Senator Briese, District 41) 
LB243 adds over $950 million to the Property 
Tax Credit Fund by 2030 and thereafter 
increases the Fund amount each year by a 
percentage increase equal to the percentage 
increase in the total assessed value of all real 
property in the state. LB243 also removes 
the 5% cap on the allowable growth rate for 
the Property Tax Incentive Credit Fund (also 
known as the LB1107 credits) and increases 
the Fund by $75 million each year beginning 
in 2029. The bill also imposes a flexible 3% 
annual spending increase lid on Nebraska’s 
K-12 school districts, and transitions 
Nebraska community colleges to state funding 
by eliminating their authority to levy property 
taxes beginning in 2024.

•  �LB 583 (Senator Sanders, District 45) 
LB583 represents a landmark investment in 
Nebraska’s K-12 education system through 
the following mechanisms: providing $1,500 
per student foundation aid within the TEEOSA 

formula and expanding state funding for 
special education by filling the gap between 
existing federal and state support and 80%  
of a district’s anticipated expenditures for 
special education.  

•  �LB116 (Senator Brandt, District 34) 
LB116 modernizes Nebraska’s Beginning 
Farmer Program by increasing the maximum 
net worth for beginning farmers to $750,000, 
removing pensions and other retirement funds 
from the net worth calculation and removing 
the 10-acre minimum acreage requirement 
for eligible farms. LB116 also increases the 
annual credits available under the program  
to $2 million. LB116 was amended into 
LB562 and passed with the other provisions  
of that bill.

•  �LB118 (Senator Brandt, District 34) 
LB118 updates the provisions of Nebraska’s 
livestock modernization tax credit program 
under the Nebraska Rural Advantage 
Development Act.  LB118 lowers the 
minimum investment required for eligible 
projects from the current level of $50,000 to 
$10,000 beginning in 2024 and modifies the 
current application fee to provide for lower 
fee amounts for smaller proposed projects. 
LB118 was amended into LB727 and passed 
with the other provisions of that bill.

We would also like to acknowledge our 
Nebraska Strategic Investment Program (SIP) 
farmers. Because of their participation, we are 
able to have successes like these. Thank you, 
SIP farmer investors!
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NPPA Teaches 
the Teachers… 
About Pork!
NPPA was excited to host 10 family and 
consumer science teachers from Lincoln 
Public Schools on June 12 at Great Plains 
Culinary Institute 
for a professional 
culinary learning 
experience 
focusing on PORK, 
of course! Omaha’s 
Chef Mike Hogan 
did a fantastic 
job conducting 
the session. The 
educators got up-close with a chef creating 
dishes utilizing boneless pork loin, tenderloin, 
and ground pork. Asian Pork Burgers with 
Spicy Yum-Yum Slaw were served for lunch 
and the teachers left with pork swag for days. 
They also left the experience with both fresh 
ground pork and tenderloins to experiment 
with at home.

1 ACRE 
OF CORN 

ON AVERAGE, 

CAN PRODUCE AROUND

2,886 LBS
OF PORK. 

nebraskacorn.gov

BETTER TOGETHER



P         recision livestock farming has been shown to 
not only be beneficial to producer profitability 

and production efficiency, but also to improve 
social acceptance and sustainability in livestock 
production. Sustainability, defined as “the ability to 
be maintained at a certain rate or level,” is largely 
centered around profitability – an unfamiliar term 
to today’s pork producer. Many reasons are as to 
why, but a large driving factor is feed cost. Feed cost 
accounts for over two-thirds of the variable cost of 
production. In order to reduce feed costs without 
sacrificing production numbers, feed efficiency must 
be improved. 

Feed Efficiency 
Feed conversion ratio (FCR) is commonly 

described by the proportion of average daily feed 
intake (ADFI):average daily gain (ADG) with 
improvements being made through genetic selection, 
management practices and nutrition. An increase 
in FCR has traditionally been an area of focus for 
genetic improvement. Unfortunately, diminishing 
returns have been observed in response to the intense 
selection of FCR due to underlying correlations 
between growth and carcass traits. Furthermore, 
roughly a third of the phenotypic variation associated 
with ADFI is accredited to residual feed intake 
(RFI), making the accurate prediction of growth 
performance and potential genetic selection difficult. 
Residual feed intake is defined as the feed consumed 
above expected requirements for production and 

maintenance. Genetic selection for lower RFI has 
been emphasized to create offspring that consume 
less feed without sacrificing growth. Selection for 
increased feed efficiency based on RFI results has 
been shown to improve efficiency in the grow-finish 
stages of production, but is suggested to be combined 
with the growth rate in the selection scheme. Without 
this integral step, producers may observe decreases in 
growth performance due to unfavorable associations. 
Factors affecting RFI include digestion efficiency, 
metabolism, maintenance and activity. Typically, 
the activity component is disregarded due to the 
lack of technology to objectively measure it. To be 
more precise in estimating expected feed intake and 
to more accurately select for RFI associated traits, 
further understanding is needed in the area of calorie 
expenditure due to activity patterns.

Precision Livestock Technology 
In the past, swine production systems relied solely 

on human observation for monitoring behavior and 
activity trends within group-housed animals, with 
activity commonly being a subsequent concern. Most 
of these observational times are dedicated to health 
and welfare, with caretakers focusing on behaviors 
that can be indicative of injury, sickness and/or stress. 
Human observation is often heavily subjective, with 
technicians varying in their observations. Detection 
of changes in behavior and activity patterns of 
individual pigs housed in groups is crucial to 
maintaining animal health and wellbeing standards. 
Such changes can be indicative of internal/external 
stressors impacting the pig and may lead to faster 
response time in treatment of unwell animals. 

One developing solution to overcome the 
constraints of human observation is the progression 
of precision livestock technology (PLT). Recent 
developments in advanced computer vision systems, 
such as NUtrack (NUtrack Livestock Monitoring), 
now allow for activity traits to be quantified and 
tracked individually in a traditional commercial 
setting. NUtrack is a fully convolution machine 
learning program for the long-term location and 

By Dalton Obermier, UNL Graduate Assistant, and 
Benny Mote, UNL Swine Extension Specialist

Utilizing NUtrack  
to Determine 
Activity Levels in 
Pigs with Varying 
Degrees of Genetic 
Potential for Growth 
and Feed Intake
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activity monitoring of individual pigs. To learn more 
about how the NUtrack system works see here: 
https://doi.org/10.3390/s20133670. The aim of this 
study was to utilize NUtrack to objectively measure 
nursery and finisher activity levels of pigs from 
sires with different estimated breeding value (EBV) 
combinations for growth and feed intake.

Materials and Methods
A total of 25 litters [Duroc x (York x Landrace)] 

were utilized at the Eastern Nebraska Extension 
and Education (ENREC) swine farm. All litters 
were sired by Line 600 boars (Duroc terminal line 
boars) from DNA Genetics that had previously met 
selection criteria for use in commercial boar studs. 
Sires were subdivided into two different sire groups 
based on their EBVs for average daily gain (ADG) 
and feed intake (FI) with the groups named as 
follows: High Feed Intake/High Growth (HIHG) and 
Low Feed Intake/Low Growth (LILG). 

Pigs were randomly assigned to a nursery pen, 
with an even representation of sire groups in each 
pen. After 42 days, each nursery pen was split 
evenly into two groups upon entry to the finisher, 
with one barrow and one gilt of each sire group 
being represented per pen. Pigs were off-tested 
after 85 days in the finisher. At off-test, individual 
weights along with backfat depth (BF) and loin 
eye area (LEA) were recorded. In both nursery 
and finisher rooms, each pen was equipped with a 
camera designated to the NUtrack system. Results 
are as follows:

Conclusions 
Calorie expenditure due to activity in market-

driven animals has been difficult to quantify 
in the past due to the absence of technology to 
objectively measure it in a commercial setting, 
but it is understood to impact feed efficiency. The 
results herein suggest that the progeny activity 
level is impacted by the sire EBVs for production 
traits and could be detected in the progeny of boars 
already selected for use in commercial production. 
In the current study, pigs from boars with superior 
growth and feed intake EBVs were less active and 
faster growing compared to their contemporaries. 
In addition, pigs sired by boars with the lowest 
EBVs for growth and feed intake were the most 
active and slowest growing. Further work may lead 
to genetic selection for activity traits to decrease 
RFI levels and ultimately improve production rates 
through reduced caloric expenditure. Ultimately, 
furthering the objective tracking of activity patterns 
with precision livestock farming systems, such as 
NUtrack, may help producers increase the rate of 
genetic gain for feed efficiency and contribute to 
improved pig management.

Citation: Obermier, D.; Trenahile-Grannemann,  
M.; Schmidt, T.; Rathje, T.; Mote, B. Utilizing NUtrack 
to Access the Activity Levels in Pigs with Varying 
Degrees of Genetic Potential for Growth and Feed 
Intake. Animals 2023, 13, 1581. https://doi.org/10.3390/ 
ani13101581 
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Sire Group

	 HIHG	 SE	 LILG	 SE
Nursery1

     DIST (m/d)	 1409	 8.9	 1430	 8.9

     LIE (min/d)	 1075	 2.6	 1070	 2.6

     EAT (min/d)	 143	 1.1	 140	 1.1

Finisher1

     DIST (m/d)	 936	 6.9	 1071	 6.7

     LIE (min/d)	 1199	 1.2	 1174	 1.2

     EAT (min/d)	 95	 0.6	 104	 0.5

Performance Traits

     ADG (kg/d)	 0.88	 <0.01	 0.81	 <0.01

     LEA (cm2)	 49.66	 0.07	 52.78	 0.07

     BF (cm)	 1.48	 <0.01	 1.42	 <0.01

1 �Data reported on per day basis. 
Abbreviations:  
DIST = distance travelled;  
LIE = Lying time;  
EAT = time engaged at feeder;  
ADG = average daily gain;  
LEA = loin eye area;  
BF = backfat.

Table 1. Estimated marginal means of activity and performance traits for both groups.
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Nebraska Pork Producers 

Association Summer Holiday 

Media Campaign launched 

Memorial Day and runs through 

Labor Day weekend.  The 

:60 second spots feature a 

Nebraska pig farmer and 

promotes a tasty pork recipe 

along with a “Power of  Pork” 

message.  Shelli Traudt from 

Clay Center, for example, 

shared her recipe for Black 

Pepper Chops with Molasses 

Butter as well as important 

messages regarding the 

number of  pig farms in 

Nebraska, which markets 7.8 

million pigs annually.  The spots 

end by encouraging consumers 

to visit the NPPA Facebook 

page for the recipe and to visit 

PowerofPork.com. The feedback 

(“likes” and “shares”) from the 

Memorial Day and Father’s Day 

social media posts have been 

very strong, reaching many 

new readers and increasing 

followers of  NPPA’s Facebook 

page.  The radio schedule is 

airing on seven Lincoln and 

Omaha radio stations. 

New in 2023 is the addition 

of  NPPA’s first-ever Hispanic 

media campaign utilizing both 

radio and print.  The Hispanic 

campaign started with a bang 

featuring a grilling recipe for the 

Fourth of  July and continues 

sharing recipes through Labor 

Day weekend.  The Hispanic 

media campaign is covering the 

Grand Island-Hastings-Kearney 

market, as well as Lincoln and 

Omaha. 

NPPA Kicks Off Summer Holiday Media Campaign

Save the date – 

October 6, 2023
Join us at Wilderness Ridge in 
Lincoln for an amazing 5 -course 
meal! Each course will highlight a 
pork feature expertly paired with a 
bourbon or a brew. 

Tickets available September 1.

Shelli Traudt, Clay Center

Mark Wright, Fremont



Breakout Sessions 1 and 2
10:00 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. 
11:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

USDA 
Programs You 
Should be 
Utilizing
Meeting Room F

The USDA has 
many programs 
designed to help 
producers succeed 
in their operations. In this session, we will break 
down the specifics of popular programs you should 
be using as a livestock producer if you aren't already!

Herd That! All You Want to Know About 
Swine Health

Swine health 
requires constant 
vigilance and 
still diseases 
can break out. 
Listen in as two 
Nebraska swine 
veterinarians 
discuss disease 
issues they are seeing and how they 
are managing them to eliminate the issue and recover 
from outbreaks.

NPPA Annual Meeting
12:15-1:00 p.m.

The meeting will 
feature an election 
of new NPPA 
board members, a 
look back at 2022 
activities and a 
look forward to the 
challenges facing 
the Association 
during 2023.

Lisa Liska  
Farm Loan 
Specialist, 
Nebraska USDA

Kate Bolz  
State Director, 
USDA RD 

888-627-7675

  

2023 Nebraska

PORK  
Expo
and NPPA Annual  
Membership Meeting

Dr. Matt Finch 
Veterinarian, 
Suidae Health & 
Production

Mark Wright  
NPPA President and 
Assistant Manager, 
Wiechman Pig 
Company

Dr. Tom Petznick  
Swine 
Veterinarian, 
Omaha, 
Nebraska 

Al Juhnke  
NPPA Executive 
Director

Wednesday, July 19, 2023
Holthus Convention Center
York, Nebraska

Keynote Speaker:  
   9:20 a.m. – 9:40 a.m. 
   Governor Jim Pillen

Governor Pillen is a 
pig farmer through and 
through. His family has 
raised pigs for three 
generations in Columbus, 
Nebraska. In 1993, he 
started Pillen Family 
Farms, and in 2004 added 
DNA Genetics to his firm. 
He was elected Nebraska Governor in 2022. 
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Breakout Session 3
1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Meeting Room K

Sows On the Loose! Learn More  
About Loose Sow Housing

Curious about the pros and cons of loose sow 
housing? Join this interactive panel discussion on 
the benefits, 
challenges, and 
costs associated 
with loose 
sow housing 
systems.

 
 
The Latest and Greatest in Swine 
Research 
Meeting Room I

Research is always evolving. These panelists will 
discuss a number of topics around swine production 
from reproduction to manure management. Learn 
some of the new best practices and concepts that are 
being studied.

The In and Outs of the 
LRP Program
Meeting Room F

The livestock risk protection 
program is a federally subsidized 
risk-management program 
designed to insure against a 
decline in livestock market prices. 
Learn how to best utilize the 
program for your operation!

Farm Bill Panel
3:15-4:00 p.m.

Nebraska Congressional staffers 
will be on hand to discuss the 
upcoming Farm Bill.

It’s a day of education, 
innovation, networking at 
the trade show and FREE 
breakfast, lunch and hors 
d’oeuvres!  Be sure to pre-
register at becomeafan.org to 
make your FREE reservation today.

Dr. Amy Schmidt 
UNL Associate 
Professor, 
Livestock

Dr. Gary Rohrer 
Research 
Geneticist, USDA, 
Clay Center, 
Nebraska

Dr. Benny Mote 
UNL Assistant 
Professor, Swine 
Extension 
Specialist 

Al Juhnke  
NPPA Executive 
Director

Will Herring 
General Manager, 
TDM Farms, 
Newman Grove, 
Nebraska

Jake Bonwell 
Territory 
Representative, 
Gestal-Jyga 
Technologies

Joe Toillion 
Toillion 
Consulting 
Services, Inc.

Jordan Dux 
Senior Director  
of National  
Affairs, Nebraska 
Farm Bureau

Innovation / Education / Networking 
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Omaha’s “Pinot, Pigs and Pours” will again host the 
NPPA-sponsored “Taste of Elegance” (TOE) on 

September 14 at Champions Run in Omaha. The annual 
event is a Pork Checkoff- funded culinary competition 
designed to inspire innovative and exciting ways to 
feature pork on restaurant menus. Highlighting the 
evening will be a battle between 12 
top chefs in the area competing for 
the honor of “Chef Par Excellence.”

All proceeds from the event 
go to Completely Kids (CK), a 
nonprofit organization that serves 
Omaha kids and families living in 
poverty. Revenues generated by TOE 
fund CK’s Weekend Food program 
specifically. In 2022 alone, CK 
provided just over 30,000 weekend 
food bags to Omaha children who are 
food insecure. TOE is unique in that it supports  

pork checkoff efforts in Foodservice as well as the 
industry’s We Care initiative.

Last year’s first place winner was Chef John Benton, 
representing Champion’s Run, Omaha, with his “Jon's 
Naturals Pork Shank Confit. Butternut Squash Carnaroli 
Rice Risotto, Citrus, Pumpkin Seed and Sesame Brittle, 

Chicharron, Fresh Burgundy Fall Truffle, 
Pumpkin Seed Oil, Pumpkin Shoots, 
Garlic Chips.”

“Taste of Elegance” Slated for September 14
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Pork Ambassadors Visit Pillen Family Farms,  
Wholestone Farms and the World Pork Expo
It has been half a year since the 2023 Nebraska Pork 

Ambassador Program started and the ambassadors 
have stayed plenty busy. The ambassador program 
has five participants this year who are very passionate 
about the pork industry: Kristen Herrick from Franklin; 
Larissa Meier from Pierce; Mattison Beattie from Sumner; 
Elizabeth Hodges from Julian; and Alex Flessner from Ord. 

Their first trip was to Pillen Family Farms in Columbus. 
While there, the ambassadors learned more about the 
operation of Pillen Family Farms, DNA Genetics, toured 
the facilities and met some of the professionals that work 
there. “Going to DNA Genetics and Pillen Family Farms 
office was a great experience,” Lariss Meier said. “Even 
though I already spent a summer interning there I still 
learned a lot. My favorite part was listening to Dr. Cross’s 
presentation on genetics.”

Next, the ambassadors traveled to Fremont to tour 
the Wholestone Farms pork processing plant. The 
ambassadors had the full tour from when the pigs arrive at 
the plant right up to the pork products being boxed up and 
shipped from the facilities. “The willing industry leaders at 
Wholestone Farms gave our ambassador team a tour of 
the entire processing facility,” said Mattison Beattie. “They 
showed us every step within the process from loading out 
to packaging the pork products. This was a fascinating 
experience to recognize the efficiency, advanced 
technology, and drive that the processing sector of the 
pork industry entails.” 

The Ambassadors’ latest trip was to Des Moines to 
the World Pork Expo. There, ambassadors met with 
various swine industry professionals, ate lots of food, 
and got plenty of free stuff. This is an experience like no 
other and it allowed the ambassadors to network with 
professionals that provide essential equipment, medicine, 

and knowledge to the industry. “Our time at World Pork 
Expo gave us a chance to network with others and learn 
about different issues and opportunities within the pork 
industry,” said Elizabeth Hodges. “This was my first time at 
World Pork Expo, and it was such a fun event to see how 
multifaced the industry is.” 

Not only did the ambassadors go to these companies 
and the trade show, but they also had the opportunity to 
talk to students about the pork industry. One event was the 
Grand Island Ag Day in March. The ambassadors talked 
to almost 800 students from Grand Island and surrounding 
areas. The ambassadors also had the opportunity to 
participate in the Nebraska State FFA Convention by 
working at the Nebraska Pork Producers Association 
Booth. While there, the ambassadors got to interact with 
Nebraska high schoolers to get them interested in the pork 
industry. “The swine industry in Nebraska is an industry 
that is often overlooked by young people seeking to start a 
career in the agricultural field,” said Alex Flessner. “It was 
fun to meet so many young agriculturalists and to educate 
them about the swine industry and to open their eyes to 
the various opportunities that exist. The swine industry is 
full of great opportunities, and I am glad that we were able 
to do our part in sparking new interests in many young 
people’s minds.” 

This next half of the year still holds plenty of 
opportunities for the Nebraska Pork Ambassadors. They 
will be visiting professionals in the industry to gain even 
more knowledge. “The ambassador program has been 
such an incredible learning experienced meeting with 
experts from all sides of the industry,” said Kristen Herrick. 

“I can make connections, advocate, learn, and share my 
passion all in one. I can’t wait to finish out my year with 
this program.” 
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In a sign of  strengthening partnerships and 

trust, NPB representatives met with two of  

Japan's largest importers of  U.S. pork and one 

of  the country's leading retailers recently.  

Growth is anticipated in this market due 

to the commitment by one of  Japan's largest 

retailers to increase their purchase of  U.S. pork, 

replacing Canadian pork in the meat case. 

Additionally, Japanese authorities are lifting 

COVID-19 travel restrictions next month, which 

is expected to boost the country's economy.

NPB allocates 35% of  its $7.8 million USMEF 

investment in Japan, making it the largest export 

market for the pork industry.  Expanding global 

market demand is essential for pork industry 

growth. NPB partners with USMEF to optimize 

pork marketing efforts abroad, utilizing cross-

industry cooperation to maximize results.  

Japan's Strong Appetite for U.S. Pork
The Japanese market has consistently proven 

its value for U.S. pork exports. In 2022, Japan 

imported over 534,000 metric tons of  U.S. pork, 

amounting to $1.5 billion or roughly 19% of  the 

U.S. pork industry's total export value. Japan 

ended last year as the second-largest value 

market and the third-largest volume market for 

U.S. pork exports.

The Driving Force:  
Chilled Pork and Loin Exports

The growth of  the Japanese market can 

be attributed to its demand for chilled pork 

and loin products. Japan's pork demand 

consists of  62% imported products, with the 

U.S. holding a 24% market share in chilled 

and frozen pork. The U.S. claims 48% of  the 

market share for chilled pork alone.

High-Quality Pork: A Direct Result  
of Decades of Investment

The Japanese market regards U.S. Pork as 

a high-quality product. This perception can be 

directly linked to the decades of  investment 

made by U.S. pork producers and the USMEF. 

The partnership has and will continue to 

allow U.S. producers to offer a consistent 

supply of  premium pork products to Japanese 

consumers.

Strengthened Partnerships: 
The High-Value Growth  
of the Japanese Pork Market
 Article courtesy of Kansas Pork Producers 



Save the Date!

Catch VIP night at Werner Park 
in Papillion when the  
Omaha Storm Chasers  
take on the Iowa Cubs  
Friday, August 11, 2023.

6 Complimentary Tickets
Gates open: 6:00pm 
First pitch: 7:05pm
Stay tuned for your  
Official Invitation. 

2 2 nd   A nnua    l 

Pork Chop 
Scramble

York Country Club  
Thursday, September 7, 2023
Shotgun start at 10 a.m.

Registration Deadline: 

September 1, 2023

Register online at nepork.org, or you can 
reach Steve at steve@nepork.org or  
402-239-1749.

Registration Costs:

Foursome Team: $600
Allied & SIP Foursome Team: $575
Individual Player: $175

Sponsor Opportunities:

Hole Sponsor - $375

www.NEpork.org  Nebraska Pork Talk – July/August/September 2023   15



Rt. 5 Studley Road 
Fremont, NE 68025

402-721-5115
800-727-5153
www.wiechmanpig.com

Light and Heavy Sows
Boars, Wet, Thin Sows

Underweights, Roaster Pigs

YOUR BEST MARKET FOR:

WIECHMAN
Pig Company Inc.
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Outfit Your Swine Barn
Gates

Cool Cell Pads

Feeders

Waterers

PVC Panels

Jet PumPs

With Our Complete
Equipment Packages!

FarmerBoyAg.com • 1-800-845-3374

Calendar of Events
July 
9	� National Pork Industry Conference, 

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin
19	� Nebraska Pork Expo and NPPA Annual 

Membership Meeting, York

August
11	� VIP Event, Omaha Storm Chasers  

Baseball Game, Omaha
26 & 27	� Nebraska State Fair, 4-H Pig Show,  

Grand Island

September
3 & 4	� Nebraska State Fair, FFA Pig Show,  

Grand Island 
7	 Pork Chop Scramble, York
13-14	 Fall LAC, Washington, D.C.
14	 Taste of Elegance, Omaha
21-23 	 Aksarben, Pig Show, Omaha

October
6	 Bacon, Bourbon & Brews, Lincoln
For more information on any of these scheduled events,  
call 888-627-7675 or www.nepork.org



Kelly Cobb
kelly@greengablecontracting.com
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Russ Vering
russv@cpmfeed.com Chris Ford  

chris.ford@fcsamerica.com
Kevin Nolan

kevin.nolan@parkslivestock.com

Tim Nagorske 
tim.nagorske@raboag.com     

Gold Level ($2,000)

Silver Level ($850)

Thank you, Allied Members, for all of your support 
through the years, and welcome to our new Allied Members. 
We are greatly appreciative of our new members continuing 
to renew your membership and support of the Nebraska Pork 
Producers Association. We look forward to a successful 2023 
with our three tiers of membership.

If you have any questions, please contact Steve Hoefer at 
steve@nepork.org or at (531) 500-3505, cell: (402) 239-1749. 2 0 2 3  M e m b e r s

Molly Trausch
mtraushc@dnaswinegenetics.com 

Jenna Chance
Jenna.chance@elanco.com

Michelle Kubat
mkubat@agpropertysolutions.com Todd Heisterkamp

todd@cshe.com

Leo Hanson
lhanson@wiechmanpig.com

Jeff Luebbe
jeff.luebbe@zoetis.com

Wayne Luebbe
Wayne_luebbe@ajg.com



Silver Level ($850)

Sterling Meyer
sterling.meyer@merck.com

Austin Woltemath
Austin.woltemath@merck.com

Austin Zimmerman
azimmerman@midwestlivestock.com Andy Chvatal 

andy@nebraskasoybeans.org

Wade Lee
wlee@smithfield.com

Mike Wisnieski
mwisnieski@standardnutrition.com

Anthony Charron
Anthony.Charron@tyson.com

Ron Browning
rsbrowning@wholestonefarms.com

Kelly Brunkhorst
kelly.brunkhorst@nebraska.gov

Mike Slegl
mslegl@qcsupply.comAllison Zabel

Allison.zabel@genusplc.com

Jake Hull
jhull@settje.com 

Art Halstead
ahalstead@heartlandbuilders.net

Gary McDuffee
gmcduffee@hogslat.com

Carly Kindschuh
ckindschuh@hogslat.com

Andy Scholting
records@nutrientadvisors.com

Sabrina Zenor
szenor@summitcarbon.com
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Bronze Level ($350)
Company	 COntact	 Email
A.J.  O'Mara Group	 Liam O'Mara 	 sales@ajomara.com		
AFAN	 Steve Martin 	 stevem@a-fan.org		
Ag Plus/L.E.M., Inc.	E d Mensinger	 AgPlus@nvc.net		
Ag Team Build	 Brent Green	 brent@agteambuild.com		
Agri Sales	 Brad Carlton	 brad@agrisales-inc.com		
American Resources, LLC	 Tony Nelson	 tony@pigequipment.com		
Bimeda, Inc.	 Jim Lovin	 jim.lovin@bimeda.com		
Brehmer Mfg., Inc. 	 Joe Brehmer	 tender@brehmer.com		
Bridgeport Corporation	 Chad Nedved	 chad.nedved@bridgeportcorp.com	
CAM Spray	 Jim Gillispie	 Gillespie@camspray.com		
Central Valley Ag	 Robert Tureck	 robert.turek@cvacoop.com	
CIH	 Donald Moy	 dmoy@cihedging.com		
Commodity Solutions Inc.	 Jed Christensen	 jedc@commoditysolutions.com	
DataMars Livestock	 Trisha Klement	 trisha.klement@datamars.com	
Design Agri-Systems	 Randy Eisenmanger	 dsignag@gmail.com		
Dorchester Farmers Cooperative	 Kevin Wittler	 kwittler@farmersco-operative.com	
Endovac Animal Health	 Curtis Stutheit	 cstutheit@endovacanimalhealth.com
Farmer Boy Ag	 Jeremy Martin	 jeremym@farmerboyag.com	
Fast Genetics	 Mike O'Neal	 moneal@fastgenetics.com	
GenePro, Inc.	 Kristofer Lansman	 lansman@genepro-inc.com	
Gro Master	 Marvin Wastell	 marvin@gromaster.com		
IHT Group	 Boyd Rice	 brice@ihtgroup.ca		
JES Environmental Services	 Reece Sukovaty	 reece@jesenv.com		
Jyga Technologies - Gestal	 Jake Bonwell	 jbonwell@jygatech.com		
Lamson Dugan & Murray	 Sean Minahan	 sminahan@ldmlaw.com		
Livingston Enterprises, Inc.	 Bruce Livingston	 bruce@livingstonent.com		
Minitube USA, Inc.	 John Quackenbush	 john@minitube.com		
MiXscience-Oleon	 James Bryte	 jim.bryte@groupeavril.com
National Pork Board	 Rob Christine	 rchristine@pork.org		
National Pork Producers Council	 Tyler Bettin	 bettint@nppc.org		
NE Corn Growers Association	 Brenda Zanga	 bzanga@necga.org		
Nooyen USA	N ick Van Roy	 nickvanroy@nooyen.com		
NOVUS International	 Andrew Howerton	 andrew.howerton@novusint.com
Omega 3 Family Farms	 Dennis Nuttleman	 office@o3familyfarms.com
Osborne Industries, Inc.	 Robin Friedrichs	 robin@osborne-ind.com		
Phibro Animal Health	 Mark Rooney	 mark.rooney@pahc.com		
Precision Structures Incorporated	 Chris Harmsen	 charmsen@psi.team		
Provimi	 Mike Clark	 mclark@provimi-na.com		
Topigs Norsvin	 Patricia Rodel	 patricia.rodel@topigsnorsvin.us
United Animal Health	 Vickie Vandergrift	 vickie.vandergrift@unitedanh.com
Wahoo Concrete Products	 Craig Nickolite	 craig@wahooconcrete.com	
XF - Nebraska	 Dennis Nuttelman	 nd04056@windstream.net
Zoltenko Farms Inc	 Lannin Zoltenko	 lannin.zoltenko@ZFIstud.com	
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Nebraska Pork Producers Association
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Lincoln, Nebraska 68510
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© 2022 Hog Slat Inc. All Rights Reserved. Prices and promotions subject to change without notice. Hog Slat reserves the right to correct printing and pricing errors.

1480 South Lincoln 
West Point, NE 68788
(402) 372-6988

209 Road D
Richland, NE 68601
(402) 563-4533

www.hogslat.com

Outside Sales:
Andy Borer 402-741-2184
Gary McDuffee 402-270-3279

Automation that comes 
to work every day.

Combining a Grow-Disk feed system with SowMAX feed dispensers provides labor-saving 
automation without computer glitches. Feed sows better with less labor and fewer 

headaches. Call us today and get a customized quote for your farm.


