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Shown on the cover is the press kit folder, 
“The Power of Pork,” containing key pork 

industry information that was sent to 140 
Nebraska newspapers and ten broadcasters 
in time to celebrate Pork Month in October.
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NPPA Slates Four Regional Swine Producer Meetings 
The NPPA has scheduled four regional 

swine producers meetings for the winter 
of 2024. 

“We have put together a solid evening 
of impactful information that pertains 
to your pork operation,” said Allied 
Industry Services Director Steve Hoefer. 
“All swine producers are invited to the 
meetings,” he said. “Please come and 
join us for supper and an informative 
evening. We really want to stress areas 
of interest that bring value to you, our 
statewide producers.”  

Meetings will be held:
1/16 Hartington - Hartington Golf 
Course
2/13 West Point – �Neilson Community 

Center
2/27 Lindsey – 1888 Tavern
3/12 Beatrice – Valentino’s

Each event will follow this schedule:  
6:00 p.m. – Arrival and socialize  
6:30 pm – Supper; 6:45 meeting

Topics to be addressed at the 
meetings include:
•  �Danish swine industry tour – Steve Hoefer
•  �Nebraska livestock modernization updates 

and state tax advantages – Al Juhnke
•  �Impact of NPPC and National Pork Board 

efforts on your bottom line – Steve Hoefer
•  �Updates on swine health – area swine 

veterinarians
•  �New traceability standards – how it will 

impact your business – Steve Hoefer
•  Swine Research – UNL

Interested in attending? Email or call 
Steve Hoefer the week prior to the specific 
meeting location you plan to attend so he 
can have a meal count. Email him at steve@
nepork.org, or call 402-239-1749 (cell).
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Strengthen your future.
Invest in SIP today.

To be your voice, we need your voice.
“The benefits of the Strategic Investment Program (SIP) are immeasurable. NPPC’s efforts to expand 
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Dear friends and partners,

The future of pork production requires a constant, focused effort to protect our livelihoods.

Protecting producers’ freedom to operate is what the National Pork Producers Council (NPPC) does 
each day as the global voice for the U.S. pork industry. The success of the NPPC and affiliate state 
pork associations depends on the participation and shared vision of our stakeholders to secure a 
strong future for everyone in the pork industry.

The Strategic Investment Program (SIP) remains the largest source of funding for NPPC and is 
essential for state pork organizations’ policy efforts. Forty percent of SIP funds are returned to  
your state organization to support grassroots efforts.

We are grateful for the action taken by delegates at the annual National Pork Industry Forum in  
March 2022. They voted to increase the SIP rate to 15 cents, from 10 cents per $100 of value for each 
live hog sold, effective no later than Jan. 1, 2023. The change will work in conjunction with a 5-cent 
reduction in the mandatory Pork Checkoff rate. This shift was one of five recommendations made by 
the producer-led 2021 Pork Industry Visioning Task Force. 

Challenges facing the pork industry are coming from many angles. With challenge comes opportunity. 
A strategically considered budget increase allows us to tackle challenges in new ways. A reliable 
source of revenue allows us to be more proactive in how we tackle issues in Washington, D.C., in the 
future and beyond.

It is important to understand mandatory Pork Checkoff dollars cannot be used to influence legislative, 
regulatory or trade policy. NPPC and state organizations rely on SIP to represent important policy 
issues at the national and grassroots level.

SIP funds allow NPPC to fight for reasonable legislation, regulation and development of export market 
opportunities. SIP is critical to ensure we have an aggressive voice to address these challenges and 
create opportunities for investors.

We want to thank current SIP investors — your involvement and support is critical to our organization.

To those who are not investors, we encourage you to reach out to NPPC at invest@nppc.org or visit  
www.nppc.org/invest for more information. We believe you will see that an investment in SIP is a wise 
choice for your business. 

Respectfully yours,

© 2022 National Pork Producers Council

Local action, global influence: the future of pork.

Terry Wolters 
NPPC President

Bryan Humphreys 
NPPC CEO
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the producer-led 2021 Pork Industry Visioning Task Force. 

Challenges facing the pork industry are coming from many angles. With challenge comes opportunity. 
A strategically considered budget increase allows us to tackle challenges in new ways. A reliable 
source of revenue allows us to be more proactive in how we tackle issues in Washington, D.C., in the 
future and beyond.

It is important to understand mandatory Pork Checkoff dollars cannot be used to influence legislative, 
regulatory or trade policy. NPPC and state organizations rely on SIP to represent important policy 
issues at the national and grassroots level.

SIP funds allow NPPC to fight for reasonable legislation, regulation and development of export market 
opportunities. SIP is critical to ensure we have an aggressive voice to address these challenges and 
create opportunities for investors.

We want to thank current SIP investors — your involvement and support is critical to our organization.

To those who are not investors, we encourage you to reach out to NPPC at invest@nppc.org or visit  
www.nppc.org/invest for more information. We believe you will see that an investment in SIP is a wise 
choice for your business. 

Respectfully yours,

© 2022 National Pork Producers Council

Local action, global influence: the future of pork.

Terry Wolters 
NPPC President

Bryan Humphreys 
NPPC CEO

S:6.5"
S:9"

T:7"
T:9.5"

B:7.25"
B:9.75"



Five University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln 

students have been named 
to the 2024 Pork Ambassador 
Program. They are: Olivia 
Vanderford, from Lincoln; 
Danielle Burge, from Grant; 
Whitley Rut, from Arthur; Kyle 
Beard, from Nelson; and 
Trevor Pardee, from Adams. 

Olivia Vanderford is a freshman 
studying agricultural communications 
at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 
She was on the Nebraska Swine 
Circuit junior board and an officer for 
her 4-H club, “Pick-A-Pig.” These 
leadership opportunities allowed her to 
learn important skills, but also to gain a 
deeper understanding about the power 
of perspective. She attended Lincoln 
High School with 500-plus students in 
her class, but still found a way to show 
pigs in Nebraska 4-H. She has learned 
the value of communication, especially 
within the agriculture industry growing 
up in an urban area. 

Olivia participates in the Pork 
Ambassador Program because she 
wants to create strong connections 
in agriculture and gain a deeper 
understanding of the pork industry in 
Nebraska. She believes that Nebraska 
history includes many stories that 
all connect back to agriculture in 
some way. Olivia wants to be a Pork 
Ambassador because she wants to 
promote this industry. 

Danielle Burge is a junior at UNL 
majoring in animal science, and is a 
member of the Engler Agribusiness 
Entrepreneurship Program. She grew 
up on her family's farm and ranch 
where they raise cattle, corn and 
soybeans. She is also a co-owner 
of Burge Show Pigs, which was 
established in 2017. Together, Danielle 
and her brother raise and sell show 
pigs and sell them to customers all 
over Nebraska. Growing up, Danielle 
was very active in 4-H and FFA. She 
attended Northeastern Junior College, 
graduating with associate degrees in 
animal science and ag business before 
transferring to UNL.  

Danielle participates in the 
Nebraska Pork Ambassador Program 
because she wants to learn more about 
the state’s pork industry. She feels that 
by participating in the program, she will 
have good opportunities to meet and 
network with industry professionals. 
She wants to continue to develop her 
leadership skills and become a better 
advocate for agriculture, especially in 
the swine industry. 

Five UNL 
Students 
Named to 
2024 Pork 
Ambassador 
Program
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Whitley Rut is a freshman at UNL 
studying agribusiness with a pre-law 
option, and minoring in business and 
law. She grew up on a ranch where 
her family feeds yearlings and grows 
corn. She and her brothers run a herd 
of Simmental cattle. Whitley grew up 
showing cattle and swine in FFA, and 
that is where she found her passion for 
the pork industry. She loves expanding 
her knowledge and advancing 
beyond her comfort zone to gain new 
experiences.

Whiley participates in the Nebraska 
Pork Ambassador Program because 
it will allow her to expand her 
knowledge of pork production and 
make connections to fulfill her goal 
of someday raising hogs for market 
production. She has always loved pigs 
and believes this industry has a place 
for her. She believes the Ambassador 
Program provides a unique opportunity 
for her to understand and appreciate 
pork producers more deeply.

Kylie Beard is a sophomore at 
UNL majoring in animal science and 
minoring in agricultural economics. She 
had the opportunity to get involved in 
agriculture at a young age through both 
4-H and FFA. Raising and showing 
pigs highlighted her youth, as it allowed 
her to become further involved in the 
industry and grow her passion for pigs. 
She experienced firsthand the various 
stages of pork production through 
raising her own pigs. Kylie is also 
currently employed at Sandhills Global 
where she works as a swine marketing 
representative for Livestock Market, as 
well as working at UNL to help care for 
pigs in UNL’s swine programs. 

Kylie participates in the Nebraska 
Pork Ambassador Program because 
she believes it will allow her to broaden 
her horizons as both a student and as 
an individual within the pork industry. 
She believes that the program provides 
the opportunity for her to learn about 
the pork industry by getting to hear from 
companies about how their businesses 
operate. She plans to use these 
opportunities to gain a new perspective 
on the pork industry and to help direct 
her toward a career path. 

Trevor Parde is a freshman at 
UNL studying animal science with 
a focus in livestock production and 
management. He enjoys working on his 
family farm near Adams and showing 
pigs. He has been very involved in 
4-H through Gage County and FFA at 
Freeman High School. Trevor has also 
started his own small herd of show pigs 
through the help of past NPPA Board 
President Brian Zimmerman and he 
hopes to continue growing his herd 
over the next couple years. Currently, 
Trevor is involved in the Alpha Gamma 
Sigma Fraternity, as well as the Engler 
Entrepreneurship program, CASNR 
Coffee Club, Block and Bridle, and the 
Cast Powers Program.

Trevor participates in the Nebraska 
Pork Producer Program because he 
wants to build more connections in the 
swine industry. He believes networking 
is key to this industry and believes it 
isn’t always what you know but who you 
know. He is very interested in the swine 
industry and wants to continue to learn 
more about it through this program. He 
believes the Ambassador Program will 
help prepare him for a satisfying career 
in the pork industry.
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C H EC K  O U T  T H I S 
I N T E R AC T I V E  V I E W  O F  A 
STAT E- O F -T H E-A RT  P I G  B A R N

Moddn day 
PIG BARNS help

FARMERS CARE 
ff  eir PIGS

Nebraska Pork Industry

The Nebraska pork industry adds significant value 
to crops grown in the state and is a big contributor to its 
overall agricultural economy. Nebraska’s current inventory 
of all hogs and pigs stands at 3.70 million animals.1 This 
number makes Nebraska the sixth largest pork production 
state in the country. Pork helps power Nebraska’s economy 
with $1.65 billion in economic impact, provides 17,866 jobs 
and generates $978 million in income. 

Pork producers have faced economic challenges 
this past year. Input costs, cost of goods, and market 
fluctuations have affected the financial stability of many 
family farm operations. It has become more important than 
ever to work as a team with our veterinarians, suppliers 
and financial institutions to get through this period. 

Export promotion remains a priority for the pork industry. 
Pork exports add more than $61 per head and remains 
important for farmer profitability. Japan is the top export 
market for Nebraska pork production (2022). Domestic 
demand for pork is down slightly and is a main focus of the 
industry to help shore up prices. 

On a positive note, supply chain issues appear to be 
lessening and there are new barns being built in Nebraska. 
Good feed and water resources, central geographic 
location, positive political atmosphere and the desire to 
diversify our farms continues to make Nebraska a good 
place to raise pigs. 

1) Source: NASS hogs and pigs report, 9-28-23.

2023 
Annual 
Report
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•  �Adding to our foreign marketing opportunities is important. 
With exports adding $61 to each pig we raise, we are 
encouraging funding for the expansion and growth 
of international trade opportunities on behalf of our 
producers.

•  �African Swine Fever (ASF) remains a top priority for our 
farmers. It is crucial that we properly fund the USDA 
regarding: early detection, prevention and rapid response 
tools to address any potential animal disease outbreak; 
robust laboratory capacity for surveillance; and a viable 
stockpile of vaccines to rapidly respond to the intentional 
or unintentional introduction of a high-consequence 
disease like ASF.

NPPA continues to advocate on behalf of our Strategic 
Investment Program (SIP) investors. Feedlot siting rules, 
money saving on-farm renewable energy opportunities, 
streamlining of the Livestock Modernization Program 
application process and relief from government mandates 
are examples of the many issues we have been involved 
with over the past year and will be continuing in the future. 
We work hard to be at the table on behalf of our farmers, 
bringing a strong agriculture voice to the debate. 

The NPPA remains a non-partisan, producer-led 
organization that represents pork producing farms across 
the State of Nebraska.

Public Policy

The Nebraska Pork Producers Association (NPPA) 
serves as the voice of our state’s pork producers at local, 
state and national public policy levels. Our team actively 
monitors legislation, agency rules and issues that can affect 
the interests of our farmers. NPPA’s Legislative Committee 
makes policy recommendations to the board. 

The 2023 legislative session became very contentious 
and most of the floor debate time was spent on filibusters 
by various senators. This less than congenial situation was 
hard on legislators, lobbyists and citizens alike. In spite of 
this, there were a number of positive things that passed that 
will benefit our family farms:

•  �Governor Pillen and the legislature approved state funding 
of $1,500 per pupil for all public schools statewide. This 
first-time state funding of students will mean less pressure 
on our agriculture property taxes.

•  �Operational funding of community colleges will become a 
state obligation and will be removed from the property tax 
rolls. This will result in a roughly 5% decrease in property 
taxes for our farms, barns and homes. 

•  �The Livestock Modernization Program was amended to 
lower the project amount necessary to apply. Beginning 
in January 2024, livestock producers will be eligible to 
apply for a refundable tax credit on qualifying expenditures 
starting at $10,000 (and up to $5 million). Lower 
application fees will also accompany this lower dollar 
amount. This refundable tax credit is available through the 
Nebraska Department of Revenue for new construction, 
upgrading of current facilities or dedicated livestock 
equipment purchases. 

Federally, our producers made two trips to Washington, 
D.C., to advocate on behalf of our pork farms. The 
Nebraska congressional delegation listened to our concerns, 
including:

•  �We need to reform the H2A Visa program to provide year-
round workers. 

•  �Prop-12 needs a fix in the next farm bill. We urge passage 
of the MEAT Act or similar legislation.
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Allied and Producer Member Services Director Steve 
Hoefer’s office was very busy during 2023 working on 
behalf of Nebraska’s pork producers. 

This past winter, for 
example, regional swine 
producer meetings were held 
that addressed a number of 
areas of interest to producers, 
including the Livestock 
Modernization Act (LMA), 
which allows for a 10% tax credit on new construction or 
modifications and upgrades to swine facilities. The NPPA 
has also been working with the Nebraska Department of 
Revenue to improve the timeliness of payments of this 
program and to streamline the process of applying for 
state funds, and the Livestock Risk Protection (LRP), a 
program that allows producers to utilize futures prices to 
insure revenues per head on pigs in current production. 
NPPA has helped many producers participate in the LRP to 
help ensure their production, especially during the typically 
unprofitable months of November through February, has 
positive revenues. Additionally, Dr. Benny Mote from UNL 
provided updates regarding swine research that is being 
completed at the research farm regarding NUTrac, a 
technology program that monitors pig activity and growth  
in the nursery. Producer meetings on these topics will be 
held again this winter. 

The office also has the responsibilities is to increase 
outreach to the NPPA’s Allied Members, who do business 
and provide support for the state’s pork producers. 
Three new silver and seven new bronze members were 
added this past year. To show appreciation for our Allied 
Members and producer support, the NPPA held a VIP 
baseball outing at Werner Park in Papillion, with 185 
people attending the fun. The 2024 baseball event has 
been scheduled for August 16.

The annual Pork Chop Scramble was held September 
7 in York, with 28 teams playing the York Country Club. 
The day was highlighted by Brian Zimmerman and crew 
grilling brats and ribs for the hungry golfers. The 2024 
Pork Chop Scramble has been scheduled for September 
5 at the North Bend Golf Course. 

The NPPC and the NPPA continue to work hard to 
serve participants in the Strategic Investment Program 
(SIP), funded by a voluntary checkoff of providing  
$0.15/cwt of value that producers receive for their pigs.  
Steve also spent two days in November with NPPC in 
Des Moines, for an updating on Prop 12, Question 3 in 
Massachusetts, revenue insurance protection, and  
TN Visa's for labor, among others. 

Watch your mailboxes for invitations to upcoming area 
swine meetings. The NPPA is planning to sponsor area 
swine meetings on topics of interest that affect your swine 
operation. Plans include meetings during the first quarter 
of 2024.

Allied Membership and Strategic Program (SIP)
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2023 highlights include:
•  �Radio sponsorship of the top-ranked Husker volleyball team
•  �Omaha’s Taste of Elegance Culinary Competition
•  �Summer Radio Campaign in Lincoln and Omaha
•  �Give-A-Ham Statewide Holiday Ham Campaign
•  �Nebraska Dietetic Association Conference
•  �Raising Nebraska culinary demonstrations at the Nebraska 

State Fair
•  �Governor’s Tailgate with Nebraska Grocery Industry 

Association
•  “Imagination Bacon” in Grand Island
•  Taste of Columbus
•  Good Life Halfsy Expo
•  Nebraska School Foodservice Show
•  �Numerous “We Care” event sponsorships spanning the state

And those are just the highlights! A wide variety of efforts 
supporting the pork checkoff’s promotion categories filled the 
2023 calendar. NPPA looks forward to 2024 and all the fresh 
and exciting opportunities that lie ahead.

Domestic Marketing

The Power of Pork was alive and well at NPPA in 
2023! Not only did the National Pork Board’s grant-funded 

“Power of Pork” digital campaign and web site launch, but 
many other projects that illustrate the importance of the 
sixth largest pork producing state in the nation were very 
active, as well. The digital campaign is an interactive 
hub that includes social, native and search advertising. 
The goal is to increase consumer awareness of the pork 
industry and establish a foundation of trust with Nebraska’s 
urban consumers. The components of the campaign 
focus on Nutrition, We Care/Community, Sustainability, 
Economic Impact and, of course, delicious pork recipes. 
The results after the first six months outperformed national 
benchmarks with nearly 500,000 impressions, 8,700 social 
media clicks and 3,000 to 5,000 impressions per month. 
Stay tuned for further results of this effort. We look forward 
to building on this success in 2024!

Allied Membership and Strategic Program (SIP)

"Taste of Elegance" winning chefs

Governor’s Tailgate Party

New promotional t-shirt Ryan Preister - Pork month activities Nebraska Volleyball radio sponsorship
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Utilizing pork producers to tell their story and promote 
positive pork messaging starts with the leadership of the 
Nebraska Pork Producers Association (NPPA). Fourteen 
directors and one alternate director set the priorities for 
engaging producers, consumers, teachers, students and 
key stakeholders at the local, state and federal levels. 

NPPA directors actively tell their story and promote their product 
throughout Nebraska and on occasion have the opportunity 
to participate in trade missions. NPPA President Mark Wright 
traveled to Mexico in March with the United States Meat Export 
Federation (USMEF) to promote U.S. pork and in September, 
NPPA Vice President, Ryan Preister, traveled with Governor 
Pillen to South Korea and Japan. Trade missions reinforce to 
outside markets that Nebraska’s pork products are safer and of 
higher quality. 

First published in the early 1960s, NPPA’s quarterly published 
magazine, Pork Talk, currently reaches approximately 4,000 
individuals. It is the major communication tool of NPPA and 
delivers program updates, educational opportunities, highlights 
the support of our Allied Members and provides research, 
regulatory, and industry information for our producers. “Bacon 
Bits,” a monthly e-mail newsletter, has been added for SIP and 
Allied industry partners. 

In-person involvement by industry leaders covering educational 
events, legislation, consumer trends and other state and 
national issues are accomplished through relationships with 
the Nebraska Rural Radio Network and Pure Nebraska. Pure 
Nebraska airs on Channel10/11 News daily and highlights 
agriculture and the people and places that make Nebraska 
unique. Additional weekly radio interviews hosted by Chad 
Moyer, KTIC farm director, provides up-to-date coverage with 
industry leaders and can be heard each Saturday morning on 
the Nebraska Rural Radio stations. 

The Association’s online exposure continues to grow 
and is a valuable information outlet. The year 2023 
saw the launch of the newly designed NPPA website 
(www.nepork.org) and the launch of “Power of Pork” 
(powerofpork.com), an interactive digital hub featuring 
producer stories, nutritional information, community 
involvement, sustainability, economic impact and recipes 
is experiencing strong results in reaching our targeted 
consumer market. 

Communications
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and Iowa to visit various companies and producers to give 
them insight into the pork industry. One of their trips was 
to Wholestone Foods in Fremont, where they toured the 
company’s packing plant.  

Sofia also spent time going to various classrooms and ag literacy 
days across the state. She teaches the kids about the swine 
industry in Nebraska, job opportunities, and current news about 
what’s happening in the pork industry.  

Education 

The NPPA’s education director, Sophia Lentfer, has 
been keeping busy this year with various activities. As 
education director, she works closely with elementary, 
secondary and post-secondary education providers, as well 
as with 4-H and FFA leaders to keep them informed around 
Nebraska’s pork Industry. 

As education director, one of her responsibilities is sponsoring 
different youth events and programs across Nebraska that 
support the pork industry. One way Sophia supports the youth 
is by sponsoring pig shows. NPPA contributed over $10,000 in 
support of Nebraska Swine Circuit, 4-H and FFA awards at the 
Nebraska State Fair, and the Aksarben Pig Challenge.  

Five Pork Ambassadors visited the Wholesome Foods 
packing plant in Fremont. 

 The Nebraska Pork Ambassador Program was 
begun by Sophia in 2023, with five participants who were 
UNL students in the College of Agricultural Sciences 
and Natural Resources. The Ambassadors represented 
academic majors from a cross section of interests and 
disciplines within the College. Participants in the program 
promoted the efforts of pork producers across the state, 
taking part in activities that encouraged personal growth, 
career readiness, expanded their knowledge of the pork 
industry and encouraged giving back to their community. 
Participants received a $500 scholarship upon the 
successful completion of the year-long program. During 
the year, Sophia took the Ambassadors around Nebraska 

Communications

NPPA’s 2023 Pork Ambassadors: (l to r) Kristen Herrick, 
Mattison Beattie, Larissa Meier, Elizabeth Hodges, and  
Alex Flessner.
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October Pork Month Makes Big Impact

Thanks to Ryan and Megan Preister of Preister 
Farms who, along with the Nebraska Pork 
Producers Association and Tyson Fresh Meats, 
presented the teachers and staff of Humphrey 
St Francis with 60 holiday hams. This event 
wrapped up October’s Pork Month and kicks off 
the Holiday Ham Season!

Thanks to NPPA board members Justin 
Hankins and Katie Stack. They were privileged 
to deliver pork loins to the Omaha and Bellevue 
fire departments on behalf of the Nebraska Pork 
Producers, celebrating Pork Month. Additionally, 
Katie and Justin promoted $2.00-off coupons for 
any pork item at a grocery store in West Omaha 
and at the Fareway off 179th and Audrey. 

While October is officially National 
Pork Month, Nebraska’s pork farmers 
celebrate pork every month by 
providing safe, nutritious food in a 
responsible manner. They thrive on 
sharing with consumers every day that 
pork is a sustainable protein, that pork 
farmers contribute to their communities, 
and the Nebraska economy. Several 
years ago, during October Pork Month, 
the NPPA Board of Directors started 

“Buy Breakfast” program. This program 
has grown into an extraordinary event 
that knows no bounds. NPPA President 
Mark Wright sends his sincerest 
thanks to the board members for their 
dedication to our industry.

Several NPPA board members, including 
President Mark Wright (pictured above), teamed up 
with Hy-Vee stores in Norfolk, Fremont, Columbus, 
and Lincoln to promote “fresh” pork with $5.00-off 
coupons, compliments of Nebraska’s pork farmers.
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NPPA Teams 
with daVinci’s 
Restaurants for 
Successful October 
Promotion 

This October to celebrate Pork 
Month NPPA completed a very 
successful marketing outreach with 
daVinci’s Restaurants in Lincoln. 
We contacted the owners of the 
Italian restaurants and suggested 
a promotion that they then held in 
all of their Lincoln locations. In all, 
125 lucky customers received a 
$4.00-off coupon for the purchase of 
daVinci’s “BBQ pulled pork hoagie.” 
It was a great way to promote 
National Pork Month through these 
popular Lincoln restaurants.  

“This fall we at daVinci’s added 
three pulled pork pizzas to the 
menu as a Limited Time Offer,” said 
Kelly Knudsen, company president. 
The pizzas included the Luau, 
Porkapalooza, and the Cuban pizza. 
“All three pizzas are still on our 
menu,” he said. “The Cuban pizza 
has quickly become a customer 
favorite. Our pulled pork pizzas 
went over so well that with the help 
of the Nebraska Pork Producers 
Association we added a BBQ pulled 
pork hoagie. They all continue to 
be great additions to our hoagie 
and pizza menu. Thanks again for 
the NPPA’s support of Nebraska 
restaurants.”

October Pork Month Makes Big Impact

NPPA Board Member Kyle Baade treated the teachers 
and staff at Tri- County Public School to pork breakfast pizza 
during Pork Month. 

Pork Month and Halloween are a perfect combination in 
Broken Bow. NPPA Board Member Hunter Thomas, Thomas 
Livestock Company, and Smithfield Foods joined forces to 
provide some 200 packages of bacon for trick or treating 
on the Broken Bow City Square--an annual event sponsored 
by the local Chamber of Commerce.  Pictured above Jami 
Anderson, Hunter Thomas and Sonia Castaneda. Photo was 
provided by the Custer County Chief.

Benny Mote, UNL Extension consultant to the NPPA Board, 
partnered with Cactus Cares, Nebraska Pork Producers, and 
Baade Genetics to provide “ground pork” from the UNL Loeffel 
Meat Shoppe to the Community Food Pantry of Beatrice. 
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Sheridan Wilson of Lemoyne, Nebraska, has been 
named the 2024 recipient of the Larry Sitzman Youth in 
Nebraska Agriculture Scholarship.  Sheridan, daughter 
of Mark and Shandra Wilson, is a junior at the University 
of Nebraska Lincoln studying grassland systems with 
a grazing livestock systems option. She will receive a 
$1,000 scholarship.

Leadership has been a big part of Sheridan’s life, 
and it is something she values in others as well as in 
herself. Though if you would’ve asked her a few years 
ago, however, she would have said something different. 

“In high school, being a leader in groups was way out 
of my comfort zone,” she said, “but I embraced the 
awkwardness I felt and continually put myself in those 
positions. I joined the speech team to work on my public 
speaking skills, and I ran for office in organizations I was 
part of. Being president of our National Honor Society 
and FFA Chapter gave me a great experience at being a 
leader.” Sheridan took the leadership skills she learned 
in high school and applied them in her college career. 
This year, Sheridan was elected president of the UNL 
Range Management Club, and is very passionate about 
it. She prepares meetings, recruits new members, and 
encourages current members to actively participate in 
various activities the club puts on. She also is planning 
a trip for the UNL Range Management Club to go to the 
National Society for Range Management meeting in 
Sparks, Nevada, in January. Sheridan is also very active 
as a student leader in the Navigators Student Ministry. 
As a student leader, she leads a Bible study, attends 
disciple-making trainings, and participates in community 
events. Outside of class she meets with Freshman on 

campus to see how they are adjusting to college life and 
helping them with their schoolwork.

Along with being a leader on and off campus, 
Sheridan is an advocate for the agriculture industry. 
Being involved on her family’s ranch has given Sheridan 
an inside look into the agriculture industry and a drive to 
educate others on what this industry is all about. In recent 
years, Sheridan joined a program called College Aggies 
Online, which teaches students how to share information 
about agriculture on social media. It was a nine-week 
program that helped her understand how to reach people 
outside of the agriculture industry and educate them in a 
positive and informative way. “I can confidently say that I 
am a defender, supporter and promoter of the agriculture 
industry,” she said. “I have summoned courage I didn’t 
know I possessed to begin developing a voice on social 
media. I hope that one day everyone in the agriculture 
industry finds the courage to become a passionate 
‘agvocate’.”

After graduating from UNL, Sheridan plans on starting 
her own private range management consulting company. 
She wants to teach ranchers how to be more efficient 
with their cow/calf operations. She knows how important 
cattle are to ranchers and how important healthy pastures 
are for feeding cattle. Her goal is to lead the ranching 
community towards more efficient and productive grazing 
strategies. “I believe that each calf I raise as a rancher 
is making a difference by feeding someone,” she said. “I 
want my customers to feel that way, as well.”

From all of us at the Nebraska Pork Producers 
Association congratulates Sheridan on being selected as 
the 2024 recipient of the Larry E. Sitzman Scholarship!

Sheridan Wilson 
Named 2024  
Sitzman  
Scholarship  
Winner



Following the recommendation of a team of 
experts, The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) says it will allow six pork processing 
plants to operate high-speed slaughter lines for 
an additional 90 days in an experiment that began 
two years ago. The test was intended to generate 
information on the impact of higher line speeds on 
worker safety, but the team of experts said there 
was not enough data yet.

The pork industry applauded the extension. 
It will prevent a slowdown in hog slaughter that 
would reduce pork supplies in the grocery store 
and lower prices paid to farmers for slaughter pigs, 
according to the National Pork Producers Council 

(NPPC). Said. Hog slaughter would fall by 260,000 
hogs, or 2.5%, per month in the first half of 2024, 
according to one estimate.

The Food Safety and Inspection Service said 
it was commissioning a study to independently 
generate data about worker safety in the six plants 
with higher-speed lines. The USDA agency said 
it would instruct the plants on requirements to 
continue high-speed lines during the 90 days, which 
started on November 30. The agency said it will 
follow up with additional communication to the 
public once the details of the study,  
including its duration, are determined.

USDA News Release

USDA Allows Higher Line Speeds  
at Six Pork Plants for at Least 90 Days
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Plan to attend 

March 15th, 2024
Join us at Wilderness Ridge in  
the Yellowstone Ballroom for  
an amazing 5 course meal!  
Each course will highlight a  
pork feature expertly paired  
with a bourbon or a brew.
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The Nebraska Department of Environment 
and Energy (NDEE) is offering free nitrate 

sample kits and lab analyses to private drinking 
water well owners across the state. These kits 
are only available for a limited time until Jan. 31, 
2024.

Well owners who participate 
will receive their sample results, 
and NDEE will use the data from 
this sampling effort in a statewide nitrate study 
that the agency is currently conducting. The 
study will include nitrate sampling data from 
public water systems and from private drinking 
water well owners who agree to participate. Well 
owners’ identifying information will not be used 
in the study.

Nebraska’s private drinking water well 
owners can request a free nitrate sample kit, 
which comes with sampling instructions and 
pre-paid return postage online on the Nebraska 
Department of Health and Human Services 
website: https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Lab-Price-
List.aspx. Those without access to the internet 
who need help requesting a free sample kit may 
call NDEE at 402-471-2186.

The state does not regularly conduct 
sampling in private drinking water wells because 
they are not regulated under the Safe Drinking 
Water Act. Public participation in this free 
sampling event is key to ensuring the nitrate 
study accurately encompasses private drinking 
water wells in Nebraska.

NDEE has sent postcards to more than 
29,000 registered domestic well owners in 
Nebraska inviting them to participate in this 
study. The free sample kits and lab analyses 
are offered to all Nebraskans with a private 
drinking water well–-not just those who received 
a postcard or have a registered well.

Collecting the sample is easy. Allow the 
cold water tap to run for three minutes, then 
fill the plastic container provided in the sample 
kit, being careful not to overfill. More detailed 

instructions will be provided with the sample kit.
If a private well owner’s results are above 10 

parts per million (ppm) of nitrate, they may be 
eligible for NDEE’s Reverse Osmosis (RO) Rebate 
Program to treat their water. This program offers up 

to $4,000 in rebates to well owners 
whose wells are registered through 
the Nebraska Department of Natural 
Resources and whose wells sample 

above 10 ppm of nitrate.
Applications for the RO system rebates must 

be submitted by June 30, 2024. NDEE accepts 
and reviews RO rebate applications on a month-
to-month basis. Learn more about the RO Rebate 
Program on NDEE’s website: http://dee.ne.gov/
Publica.nsf/pages/22-051.

NDEE News Release

NDEE Offers Free Nitrate Sample Kits  
for Private Drinking Water Wells

Rt. 5 Studley Road 
Fremont, NE 68025
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A rtificial insemination (AI) is the predominant 
form of breeding in commercial swine 

operations worldwide. Not only does AI improve 
herd reproductive efficiency, but it allows for 
quicker genetic improvement, a reduction in 
labor costs, and mitigation of disease spread. 
Moreover, the proper timing of AI is critical for 
optimizing the fertility (e.g., farrowing rates, 
litter sizes) of any gilt/sow breeding program. 
Therefore, a thorough understanding of the porcine 
estrous cycle – and the hormones involved – is 
an important tool for any producer or breeding 
manager to have in their arsenal.

Simply, the estrous cycle is the period from one 
estrus (standing heat; period of boar receptivity) to 
the next. The estrous cycle typically lasts anywhere 
from 18 to 24 days in pigs, with an average 
duration of 21 days. In commercial operations, it 
is common practice to track the estrous cycle of 
females by noting physical and behavioral changes 
that occur as pigs are coming into standing heat or 
estrus (referred to as “heat checking”). The start 
of estrus, when females first exhibit the typical 
“standing heat” response, is denoted as Day 0 
of the estrous cycle. Estrus in pigs usually lasts 
between 48 to 72 hours (Fig. 1, pink rectangle), but 
can range anywhere from 12-84 hours in duration.

Familiarity with the secretion patterns of 
hormones during the estrous cycle and how they 
are associated with these physical and behavioral 
observations, can provide significant insights into 
what is happening at the level of the ovary, helping 

guide synchronization and/or breeding decisions. 
Unlike females from many other livestock species, 
estradiol-17β (E2) and luteinizing hormone (LH) 
reach peak concentrations prior to the onset of 
estrus in pigs. In Fig. 1, you can see that E2 levels 
(red line) begin to rise around Day 15 of the 
estrous cycle, when small and medium follicles on 
the ovary (which produce E2) rapidly grow and 
develop into large, dominant follicles capable of 
ovulating. As these follicles on the ovary grow, 
more and more E2 is produced, causing the visual 
signs we typically observe in females prior to 
“standing heat” (e.g., redness and swelling of the 
vulva, mucus secretion, restlessness, vocalizations, 
riding other females, etc.). Upon reaching peak 
production (8 to 44 hours before the onset of 
estrus), E2 stimulates the anterior pituitary gland 
within the brain to release a surge of LH (4 to 8 
hours prior to standing heat). While this surge in 
LH (Fig. 1, gold line) is responsible for inducing 
ovulation of dominant follicles and release of 
oocytes (“eggs”) into the female reproductive 
tract, ovulation doesn’t occur until 24 to 48 hours 
following the start of estrus (about two-thirds of the 
way through standing heat). This lag between LH 
release and ovulation represents the time necessary 
for LH to travel through circulation from the brain 
to the ovary. Knowledge of these patterns is critical 
for producers deciding when to inseminate females, 
especially if they are trying to implement single-
dose breeding strategies such as post-cervical AI 
(PCAI).

Ain’t no lie: Understanding the porcine 
estrous cycle is the key to ensuring 
your breeding program is N’Synch.
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By Dr. Brett White, Associate 
Professor of Swine Physiology, 
UNL, and Caitlin Ross, 
Graduate Research Assistant 
and Ph.D. candidate in 
Reproductive Physiology, UNL 
Department of Animal Science



Another hormone produced by the anterior 
pituitary gland is follicle stimulating hormone 
(FSH). It is believed that the first peak of FSH 
(occurring simultaneously with the LH surge; Fig. 
1, green line) assists in the final development of 
large follicles destined for ovulation. However, a 
second, more concentrated peak of FSH that occurs 
during estrus, around the time of ovulation, can also 
be observed (Fig. 1, green line). The concentration 
and duration of this second peak in FSH is crucial, 
as it is assumed this helps determine the ovulation 
rate (number of eggs available for fertilization) 
during estrus of the following estrous cycle. 

Concentrations of progesterone (P4) begin to 
rise around Day 3 of the estrous cycle, following 
the conclusion of estrus (Fig. 1, orange line), and 
is produced by corpora lutea (CLs) that grow and 
develop in place of the ovulated dominant follicles. 
Uniquely in pigs, P4 levels gradually increase 
and reach a peak around Day 13 of the estrous 
cycle immediately prior to luteolysis (destruction 
of CLs; Fig. 1, blue rectangle). In most other 
livestock species, P4 concentrations peak quickly 

and plateau, remaining elevated for up to 10 days 
before luteolysis occurs. This information is useful 
for producers seeking to synchronize females 
utilizing a Matrix® feeding regimen or Lutalyse® 
treatment protocol. 

Regardless of the breeding program or 
operation, the information in this article serves 
to provide a more thorough understanding of the 
hormonal patterns and physiological changes that 
occur during the porcine estrous cycle, thereby 
allowing producers to implement more targeted 
breeding strategies and effective synchronization 
protocols that can result in optimal herd fertility 
and performance.

This article was prepared based on results 
obtained from experiments performed by Caitlin E. 
Ross and Dr. Brett R. White within the Department 
of Animal Science at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln. Caitlin Ross is a current Ph.D. candidate 
studying Reproductive Physiology in pigs and Dr. 
Brett White is an Associate Professor of Swine 
Physiology.
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Figure 1. Representative graph depicting secretion patterns of reproductive hormones for a gilt with a 
21-day estrous cycle. FSH = follicle stimulating hormone (green); LH = luteinizing hormone (gold); 
E2 = estradiol-17β (red); P4 = progesterone (orange).



22   Nebraska Pork Talk – January/February/March 2024 888-627-7675

Calendar  
of Events
January
3	� 108th Second 

Session of Legislature 
opens, Lincoln 

16	� Swine Producer 
Meeting, Hartington 
(Hartington Golf 
Course)

February
13	� Swine Producer 

Meeting, West Point 
(Nielsen Event Center)

27	� Swine Producer 
Meeting, Lindsey 
(1888 Tavern) 

March
12	� Swine Producer 

Meeting, Beatrice 
(Valentino’s) 

15	� Bacon, Bourbon & 
Brews,  
Wilderness Ridge, 
Lincoln

July
17 	� Pork Expo and NPPA 

Annual Meeting, York

August
16	� Summer VIP Baseball 

Event, Papillion

September
 5	� Pork Chop Scramble, 

North Bend

For more information on any of these 
scheduled events, call 888-627-7675 or 
www.nepork.org

PHI-CHROME 

®

Contact us at 800.677.4623 or pahc.com
SW062623USA ©2023 Phibro Animal Health Corporation. Phibro, Phibro logo design, Healthy Animals. Healthy Food. Healthy World., Mecadox, 
Terramycin, Phi-Chrome, Vistore and Tailor-Made are trademarks owned by or licensed to Phibro Animal Health Corporation or its affiliates.



Again in 2023, as part of their annual holiday  
  initiative, the Nebraska Pork Producers 

Association provided approximately $15,000 
(approximately 6000 servings) of pork to agencies 
and organizations that serve the food insecure across 
Nebraska. The campaign began in early December 
and concluded just before Christmas.

Organizations in Lincoln, Omaha, Kearney, Grand 
Island, Hastings, Columbus, Fremont, Norfolk, and 

Custer County received hams, boneless pork loin 
filets and bacon.

The challenge-based program is inspired by 
Giving Tuesday and funded by checkoff dollars from 
both Nebraska and Iowa. Give-A-Ham supports the 
Community pillar of the pork industry’s We Care 
agenda which also includes Animal Well-Being, 
Environment, Food Safety, People and Public Health.

Rescue Mission, Columbus

Holy Family, Lindsey

Gathering Place, Lincoln

Open Door Mission, OmahaCommunity Action Mid-Nebraska, Kearney

New Vision, Omaha

NPPA is Proud to “Give-A-Ham!”
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Salvation Army  
North Kare Kitchen.
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IN STOCK
GUARDIAN 2.0 Forced Air Heaters

Waterproof control box 
to protect control board

New pressure switch 
reduces opportunities for 

foreign objects and mishandling

New spark 
igniter - no 
separate 
flame sense 
and new 
igniter 
position for 
Hot Surface 
making it 
easier to 
work on

Diagnostic light on outside 
for better visibility

New agricultural 
gas valve with 
additional  
corrosion 
resistance

Various Sizes 
Available

Full doors for more protection
during power washing

FarmerBoyAg.com • 1-800-845-3374



Jeremy Martin
jeremym@farmerboyag.com
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Russ Vering
russv@cpmfeed.com Chris Ford  

chris.ford@fcsamerica.com
Kevin Nolan

kevin.nolan@parkslivestock.com

Lisa Verbeck
lisa.verbeck@raboag.com    

Gold Level ($2,000)

Silver Level ($850)

Thank you, Allied Members, for all of your support through 
the years, and welcome to our new Allied Members. We are 
greatly appreciative of our new members continuing to renew 
your membership and support of the Nebraska Pork Producers 
Association. We look forward to a successful 2024 with our  
three tiers of membership.

If you would like to become an Allied member, please  
contact Steve Hoefer at steve@nepork.org or at (531)-500-3505, 
cell: (402) 239-1749.

2 0 2 4  M e m b e r s

Bill Nicols
bnichols@dnaswinegenetics.com 

Jenna Chance
Jenna.chance@elanco.com

Michelle Kubat
mkubat@agpropertysolutions.com Todd Heisterkamp

todd@cshe.com

Leo Hanson
lhanson@wiechmanpig.com

Jeff Luebbe
jeff.luebbe@zoetis.com

Wayne Luebbe
Wayne_luebbe@ajg.com



Silver Level ($850)

Sterling Meyer
sterling.meyer@merck.com

Austin Woltemath
Austin.woltemath@merck.com

Austin Zimmerman
azimmerman@midwestlivestock.com 

Andy Chvatal 
andy@nebraskasoybeans.org

Wade Lee
wlee@smithfield.com

Mike Wisnieski
mwisnieski@standardnutrition.com

Anthony Charron
Anthony.Charron@tyson.com

Ron Browning
rsbrowning@wholestonefarms.com

Kelly Brunkhorst
kelly.brunkhorst@nebraska.gov

Mike Slegl
mslegl@qcsupply.com

Dakota Fiene
dakota.fiene@pharmgate.com

Allison Zabel
Allison.zabel@genusplc.com

Jake Hull
jhull@settje.com 

Art Halstead
ahalstead@heartlandbuilders.net

Gary McDuffee
gmcduffee@hogslat.com

Carly Kindschuh
ckindschuh@hogslat.com

Andy Scholting
records@nutrientadvisors.com

Sabrina Zenor
szenor@summitcarbon.com

Kelly Cobb
kelly@greengablecontracting.com

Rex Jones 
rex@gasolecusa.com
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Bronze Level ($350)
Company	 COntact	 Email
A.J.  O'Mara Group	 Liam O'Mara 	 sales@ajomara.com		
AFAN	 Steve Martin 	 stevem@a-fan.org		
Ag Plus/L.E.M., Inc.	 Ed Mensinger	 AgPlus@nvc.net		
Ag Team Build	 Brent Green	 brent@agteambuild.com		
Agri Sales	 Brad Carlton	 brad@agrisales-inc.com		
American Resources, LLC	 Tony Nelson	 tony@pigequipment.com		
Bimeda, Inc.	 Jim Lovin	 jim.lovin@bimeda.com		
Brehmer Mfg., Inc. 	 Joe Brehmer	 tender@brehmer.com		
Bridgeport Corporation	 Chad Nedved	 chad.nedved@bridgeportcorp.com	
CAM Spray	 Jim Gillispie	 Gillespie@camspray.com	
Cannonball Express	 Jentry Schram	 jschram@thejunctionllc.com
Central Confinement Services LLC   	 Joey Hiesterman	 jhiesterman@cencon.com	
Central Valley Ag	 Robert Tureck	 robert.turek@cvacoop.com	
CIH	 Donald Moy	 dmoy@cihedging.com		
Commodity Solutions Inc.	 Jed Christensen	 jedc@commoditysolutions.com	
DataMars Livestock	 Joe Nerud	 joe.nerud@datamars.com	
Design Agri-Systems	 Randy Eisenmanger	 dsignag@gmail.com		
Dorchester Farmers Cooperative	 Kevin Wittler	 kwittler@farmersco-operative.com	
Endovac Animal Health	 Curtis Stutheit	 cstutheit@endovacanimalhealth.com
Fast Genetics	 Mike O'Neal	 moneal@fastgenetics.com	
GenePro, Inc.	 Kristofer Lansman	 lansman@genepro-inc.com	
Gro Master	 Marvin Wastell	 marvin@gromaster.com		
IHT Group	 Boyd Rice	 brice@ihtgroup.ca		
JES Environmental Services	 Reece Sukovaty	 reece@jesenv.com		
Jyga Technologies - Gestal	 Jake Bonwell	 jbonwell@jygatech.com		
Lamson Dugan & Murray	 Sean Minahan	 sminahan@ldmlaw.com		
Livingston Enterprises, Inc.	 Bruce Livingston	 bruce@livingstonent.com		
Minitube USA, Inc.	 John Quackenbush	 john@minitube.com		
MiXscience-Oleon	 James Bryte	 jim.bryte@groupeavril.com
National Pork Board	 Rob Christine	 rchristine@pork.org		
National Pork Producers Council	 Tyler Bettin	 bettint@nppc.org		
NE Corn Growers Association	 Brenda Zanga	 bzanga@necga.org		
Nooyen USA	 Nick Van Roy	 nickvanroy@nooyen.com		
NOVUS International	 Andrew Howerton	 andrew.howerton@novusint.com
Omega 3 Family Farms	 Dennis Nuttleman	 office@o3familyfarms.com
Osborne Industries, Inc.	 Ron Smith 	 rsmith@osborne-ind.com		
Phibro Animal Health	 Mark Rooney	 mark.rooney@pahc.com		
Precision Structures Incorporated	 Chris Harmsen	 charmsen@psi.team		
Provimi	 Mike Clark	 mclark@provimi-na.com	
Solar Heat Electric 	 Michael Shonka 	 michael@solaromaha.com	
Topigs Norsvin	 Patricia Rodel	 patricia.rodel@topigsnorsvin.us
United Animal Health	 Vickie Vandergrift	 vickie.vandergrift@unitedanh.com
Wahoo Concrete Products	 Craig Nickolite	 craig@wahooconcrete.com	
XF - Nebraska	 Dennis Nuttelman	 nd04056@windstream.net
Zoltenko Farms Inc	 Lannin Zoltenko	 lannin.zoltenko@ZFIstud.com	
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1480 South Lincoln 
West Point, NE 68788
(402) 372-6988

209 Road D
Richland, NE 68601
(402) 563-4533

www.hogslat.com

Outside Sales:
Andy Borer 402-741-2184
Gary McDuffee 402-270-3279

Automation that comes 
to work every day.

Combining a Grow-Disk feed system with SowMAX feed dispensers provides labor-saving 
automation without computer glitches. Feed sows better with less labor and fewer 

headaches. Call us today and get a customized quote for your farm.


