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The Nebraska Pork Producers 
Association (NPPA) is pleased 

to announce that Seth Mitchell from 
Raleigh, North Carolina, will take over 
the executive director position for NPPA 
in April  2025. Mitchell is filling the 
vacancy created by the retirement of Al 
Juhnke.

The selection was made after a national 
search and selection process. “We are 
very excited with this appointment,” 
said NPPA President Ryan Preister. “Seth 
will bring leadership and creativity to 
the Association. His connections in the 
swine industry at the national level will 
be a great asset to the Nebraska pork 
industry.”

Mitchell’s resume includes rotations of 
the pork industry immersion program 
with the National Pork Board, the 
National Pork Producers Council and, 
most recently, with the North Carolina 
and Virginia Pork Councils, where he 
gained experience in public affairs, 
communications, and government 
relations. He was raised on a show 
pig operation in southern Illinois and 
attended the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, attaining degrees 
in animal science and agricultural and 
consumer economics. 

“I’m honored to have been chosen 
to lead NPPA and advocate for an 
industry that provides so much value 
to the economy and families across the 
state,” Mitchell said. “Nebraska’s pork 
producers work hard on farms each day 
to ensure their economic, social, and 
environmental sustainability. I will strive 
to serve Nebraska’s pork producers 
by telling that story, representing 
their voices, protecting their freedom 
to operate, and investing in the next 
generation. As executive director, I look 
forward to collaborating with industry 
stakeholders and working alongside 
producer leaders and the dedicated 
team at NPPA to advance our industry.”

NPPA Announces New Executive Director
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I’m invested for my kids’ future.
I am a fourth-generation pork producer, and I have 
two kids who will hopefully be the fifth generation. 
That’s why I support the Strategic Investment  
Program and NPPC. We need someone to be our 
voice and stand up for our freedom to produce  
pork humanely and sustainably. 

Are you invested?
Scan the QR code or visit www.nppc.org/invest for more information about the 
Strategic Investment Program and help us protect the future of pig farming.

© 2024 National Pork Producers Council.

Hunter Thomas 
Nebraska pork producer
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NPPA’s Winter Producer 
Meetings Well-Attended

Dr. Luke Strehle is shown 
presenting updates on pig 
health.

By Steve Hoefer, Outgoing Allied and 
Producer Member Services Director

The Nebraska Pork Producers 
Association has wrapped up some well-
attended producer meetings held in January 
through March in Eastern Nebraska.  Three 
of the meetings (Hartington, 
West Point and Lindsay) catered 
to the needs of both contract 
growers and employees at 
noon meetings), and owners 
at supper meetings.  The York 
and Beatrice meetings focused 
on all three segments of those 
industry influencers with a 
supper meeting.  We were really 
pleased with producers taking 
time out of their busy schedules to come 
out to learn about genetic and building 
innovations, health updates from local 
veterinarians, gleaning marketing tips from 
commodity associations, US SHIP, NPPC’s 
SIP voluntary investment program, and 
connecting to our association.  This was an 
intentional progressive effort by the NPPA, 
and a first (coming to meetings) for many 
systems, at a practical level.

Attendance was noteworthy with roughly 
130 farms impacted and well over 200 
individual producers representing those 

farms.  The NPPA has never been this 
engaged with producer businesses, bringing 
value to their operations.  When including 
industry influencers on the Allied side, State 
of Nebraska and UNL engagement, we had 
nearly 350 meals served at all the meetings.  

As an association, we appreciate 
the partnership of the Allied 
members and veterinarians who 
presented relevant information.  

A very big thank-you goes 
out to our meal sponsors who 
contributed $250 to $500 
for the great pork meals we 
enjoyed.  Those companies 
include: Standard Nutrition, 
Tyson Fresh Meats, ZFI, Merck 

Animal Health, XFE Nutrition, Bimeda, 
DNA Genetics,  CIH, Crystal Springs, 
Elanco, Feed Flo, PIC, Phibro, Pit Charger, 
Endovac Animal Health, and QC Supply.  
All leftover meals went to the Matt Talbot 
Kitchen in Lincoln, to serve the needs of 
the underserved.  We look forward to more 
partnerships with all Allied companies next 
year, and putting on more meetings that 	
			   will drive value to 	
			   our fine Nebraska 	
			   pork producers.
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CELEBRATING ONE YEAR:  
The All-Steel Barn that 
Revolutionized Swine Housing

Durable. 
Efficient. 
Innovative.

FIND US ONLINE
agpropertysolutions.com

2 4 t h  A nnua    l 

Pork Chop  
GOLF  
Scramble

Quail Run Golf Course, 
Columbus  
Thursday, September 4, 2025
Shotgun start at 10:00 a.m.

Registration Deadline: 

September 1, 2025

Register online at nepork.org, or you can 
reach Seth Mitchell at seth@nepork.org or 
618-838-2061.

Registration Costs:

Foursome Team: $600
Allied & SIP Foursome Team: $575
Individual Player: $175

Sponsor Opportunities:

Hole Sponsor - $375
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ProStart is a career-
building program for high 
school students who are 
interested in culinary arts 
and foodservice 
management. 
The two-year 
Nebraska ProStart 
program helps 
high school juniors 
and seniors get a 
taste for success in 
an industry hungry 
for talent. Nebraska 
ProStart has over 50 
high schools with 
more than 700 students 
enrolled. Students delve 
into everything from the 
preparation of soups and 
sauces to management skills 
to sanitation, to accounting, 
inventory control and 
customer service. Ninety 

percent of graduated 
ProStart students either 
continue their education or 
start jobs in the hospitality 

industry.

NPPA sponsors a “Best 
of Pork” Award during the 
semi-finals of the Nebraska 
statewide competition 
season. NPPA was pleased 
to present 2025 honors to 

the Koa Titans Pro-Start team 
from Papillion/LaVista South. 
Not only did they win “Best 
of Pork” but also first place 
overall and competed for a 
trip to the national Pro-Start 

competition in 
Baltimore, Maryland. 
Their dish featured 
a perfectly prepared 
Grilled Pork Chop 
with a Ginger 
Brown Sugar Glaze, 
Seared Pineapple, 
Purple Potatoes 
and Stir-Fried Snap 
Peas. Team members 

included Sophie Hamblin, 
Annalyse Walton, Chase 
Olson, Kaleb Vestal and 
Raymond Flynn. NPPA 
applauds this hard-working 
group of students and their 
instructor, Jennifer Dunn.

What is ProStart?
F e e d i n g  D r e a m s .  B u i l d i n g  F u t u r e s .
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By Steve Hoefer, Outgoing 
Allied and Producer Member 
Services Director 

Pork producers are known 
for their good stewardship 
and environmental practices.  
Through the assistance of 
the National Pork Board and 
Nestle, the NPPA would like 
to make our producers aware 
of potential grant money 
available to producers for 
new first-time time practices, 
should producers be 
interested in participating.  
These grant dollars are 
new for 2025 and involve 
producers signing up for 
practices that help lower 
greenhouse gas emissions.  

Grant money is available 
through coordination with an 
agronomy company called 
Eocene.  Producers may sign 
up at go.porkcheckoff.org/
report. Sign-up takes less 
than a minute, and producers 
will be contacted by Eocene 
to start collecting data on 
their agronomic and manure 

handling practices, that will 
be compiled and returned 
in a “Sustainability Analysis 
Report.”  Nebraska producers 
participating in the program 
have benefited by having a 
tangible environmental impact 
report that can be shared 
with landlords, lenders, and 
neighbors, outlining the  
farm’s carbon footprint and 
benefits to soil health and 
productivity.  

The grant program 
allows access to funds for 
producers such as manure 
credits ($.0125 per gallon) 
for second applications in 
the spring, $40 per acre 
for new cover crops, and 
$10 per acre for new no-till 
practices.  So far in 2025, over 
25 Nebraska producers have 
signed up to participate.  One 
board member commented, 

“The sustainability report 
really allows us to tell our 
environmental impact story  
in the community.”  Contact 
the NPPA for details. 

IN THE 
SWINE 
BUSINESS, 
NOTHING 
COMES 
EASY.

UNLOCK BETTER PERFORMANCE

AUTOMATEDPRODUCTION.COM

But, that’s true of anything 

worthwhile. It’s why AP works 

hard to help you perform 

better. With lasting quality, 

friendly support and an 

honest desire to get it right.

Learn how AP can help you 

unlock better performance.

Climate Smart  
Grant Program Funds 
Now Available 

8   Nebraska Pork Talk – April/May/June 2025 888-627-7675



The Nebraska Pork Ambassador Program 
held its first meeting of the year on March 

6. The program has five participants this year 
who are very passionate about the pork industry. 
Participants include: Forest Rutledge from Yuma, 
Colorado; Carter Holtmeier from Plymouth, 
Nebraska; Dalton Williams from Grantsville, 
Utah; Alexis Warner from Blair, Nebraska; and 
Claire Scheideler from Ayr, Nebraska. Members of 
the group gathered to discuss their plans and set a 
schedule for the upcoming year.

During the meeting, the members outlined 
their goals, focusing on enhancing their hands-
on experience, knowledge, and leadership skills 
in the swine industry. They discussed a series of 
potential topics such as swine health management, 
nutrition, breeding techniques, and market 
trends. These workshops aim to provide in-depth 
knowledge and practical skills, ensuring that 
each member becomes well-versed in the latest 
industry practices. Additionally, they discussed 
trips to local farms and swine production facilities 
to gain hands-on experience and insights from 
industry professionals. They also discussed a trip 

to Des Moines for the World Pork Expo, and a 
potential tour and meeting with those involved 
with the National Pork Board (NPB) and National 
Pork Producers Council (NPPC). These trips 
are designed to help bridge the gap between 
classroom learning and real-world application, 
offering crucial exposure to the daily operations 
and potential challenges within the swine industry.

Overall, the Nebraska Pork Ambassador 
Program's first meeting set a strong foundation 
for the year ahead, according to Jose De la Cruz, 
NPPA education director. “The ambassadors’ 
enthusiasm and dedication to the swine industry 
are evident, and with careful planning and 
collaboration, they are well-positioned to 
overcome challenges that come with choosing 
a career path,” he said. “The program promises 
to be a rewarding experience, offering valuable 
learning opportunities, improving leadership, 
team building and communications skills. The 
program also builds a supportive community for 
all ambassadors as they promote agriculture and 
the pork industry.“

Pork Ambassador Program  
Kicks Off the New Year

First meeting of the Pork 
Ambassador Program and we're 
off to a great start! Excited 
for the journey ahead for our 
Ambassadors.
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NEBRASKASOYBEANS.ORG

Soybeans & Livestock.
We’re in it together.
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The swine industry is mourning the loss of Dr. 
Roger W. Mandigo, an emeritus professor at  

the University of Nebraska-Lincoln’s Department  
of Animal Science, who passed away on January 24, 
2025. Dr. Mandigo’s groundbreaking work in  
meat processing technology helped revolutionize  
the industry and played a key role in shaping  
modern pork products.

A Legacy in Meat Science
In the 1970s, Dr. Mandigo worked on a project 

backed by the National Pork Producers Council to 
develop a new way to utilize pork trimmings for 
fast-food applications. His innovation involved a 
restructuring process, where salt was used to extract 
proteins from muscle tissue, allowing smaller pieces 
of pork to bind together. This technology paved the 
way for restructured pork products, including the 
McRib, which became a fast-food staple.

Beyond this innovation, Dr. Mandigo’s impact 
extended to countless advancements in meat 
processing, product development, and industry 
standards, making him a key figure in shaping the 
modern pork industry.

A Career Dedicated to Education  
and Research

Dr. Mandigo dedicated 45 years to teaching and 
mentoring students at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, where he was a professor of Meat Science 
and Processing. His influence extended beyond the 
classroom—he served as a major professor for 55 
master’s and 21 Ph.D. students, shaping the next 
generation of industry leaders.

His research portfolio included hundreds of 
peer-reviewed articles, books, and abstracts, along 
with over 170 research grants that contributed to 
advancements in meat science and technology.

Recognitions and Industry Impact
Dr. Mandigo was widely respected across 

the industry and was recognized with multiple 
prestigious awards, including:
•   �President of the American Meat Science 

Association (AMSA) (1991-1992)
•   �Recipient of AMSA’s highest honor, the R.C. 

Pollock Award
•   �Inducted into the Meat Industry Hall of Fame
•   �Inducted into the Nebraska Hall of Agricultural 

Achievement
His pioneering work continues to influence 

innovations in pork production, meat processing,  
and food safety.

A Lasting Legacy
Dr. Mandigo is survived by his wife of 54 

years, Wanda, his three children (Kevin, Brian, and 
Tiffany), and six grandchildren. His family has 
requested that memorial donations be made to the 
First United Methodist Church in Waverly or the 
Roger Mandigo Meat Science Graduate Student 
Excellence Fund at the University of Nebraska 
Foundation.

Dr. Mandigo’s contributions to meat science, pork 
innovation, and education have left an indelible mark 
on the industry. His work will continue to shape 
the future of meat production and processing for 
generations to come.

Honoring  
Dr. Roger Mandigo:  
A Meat Science  
Pioneer and  
Innovator
By Jim Eadie    
courtesy of SwineWeb
January 29, 2025

 Nebraska Pork Talk – April/May/June 2025  11www.NEpork.org



By Kristen Sindelar 
Midwest Messenger Reporter 

Hindsight is 20/20, but Al Juhnke has never been one to 
dwell on the past.  

As executive director of the Nebraska Pork Producers 
Association (NPPA) since 2016, Juhnke deliberately 
resolved to think of the future while guiding the hog industry 
through challenges and changes.  

But with his retirement on April 1, Juhnke has taken time 
to pause and reflect on his nine years of leadership.  

“In everything I’ve done, my eyes have always looked 
to the future,” Juhnke said in an interview with the Midwest 
Messenger. “When I do something, I make a plan for the 
next director and the organization.”

Juhnke has served as NPPA’s chief executive officer 
while managing administrative and management needs for 
the organization. Through this role, he has been a staunch 
advocate for not only the pork sector but also the agricultural 
industry as a whole.  

His first job in agriculture was at the ripe age of 8. Juhnke 
did not grow up on a farm, but his family lived outside the 
small town of Wells in south central Minnesota, where both 
his parents were teachers. Juhnke began working for a 
farmer neighbor, and since he was tall enough to reach the 
pedals, he was able to operate a tractor.  

“I drove my first tractor—a John Deere 3020—when I 
was 8 years old. It was much to my mother’s consternation 
when she saw me coming down the field on a tractor at 
8 years old with no one else. That was my first step into 
agriculture,” Juhnke recalled.  

Each summer, Juhnke joined his young peers walking 
beans and baling hay in the fields of Minnesota. He also 
worked at the nearby Del Monte canning factory.  

He furthered his agricultural pursuits while attending 
the University of Minnesota (UMN), where he earned two 
bachelor of science degrees: one in soil science and another 

in agronomy. 
After college, Juhnke started his own farm real estate 

appraisal business, Juhnke Appraisal, which he ran for 
15 years. He also worked as a wholesale ag fertilizer and 
chemical salesperson with the Howe Fertilizer Company.  

In 1996, Juhnke decided to “do something crazy,” as he 
said, and ran for the Minnesota House of Representatives.  

"I won and spent my next 14 years in the House of 
Representatives,” Juhnke said.  

Juhnke became a strong voice for his farmer 
constituents. He served on the ag committee his entire 
incumbency and was also appointed chair of the ag finance 
committee.  

Next, Juhnke worked in the U.S. Senate under former 
Sen. Al Franken as the ag, energy and environment advisor 
for the state of Minnesota.  

When he and his wife Claire became empty nesters, 
Juhnke began thinking about his own future. Both of their 
children had moved out east, and he decided it was time to 
explore opportunities beyond the legislative floor.  

“Being an executive director of an ag organization was 
one of the jobs I thought I would be well-suited for with my 
portfolio,” said Juhnke.  

At the same time, NPPA was searching for an executive 
director. Juhnke connected with the organization, and was 
ultimately hired, assuming his role in January 2016.  

One of the unique skillsets that Juhnke has offered 
NPPA is his experience in public policy. He became a 
registered lobbyist for NPPA and has been seen as a 
powerful spokesperson for the organization all nine years. 

“We were able to accomplish a number of public policy 
matters over the years for our farmers that I am very proud 
of,” said Juhnke, who has almost 30 years of public policy 
experience.  

Future-focused Mentality  
of Executive Director  
Will Propel  
Nebraska Pork  
after His  
Retirement 
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At his last board meeting, 
Al Juhnke received a 
congratulatory plaque from 
NPPA Board President 
Ryan Preister.



Juhnke has ensured that NPPA is both seen and 
heard as an organization, saying that he has tried to get a 
member of the NPPA board, officer team, staff or himself to 
every meeting that may affect pork producers.  

“Whenever possible, we are in the room. That’s 
important, whether it’s an agriculture meeting, in the 
Legislature or working with the congressional delegation 
in Washington, D.C.,” he said. “The Nebraska Pork 
Producers Association is seen as an organization that is 
more relevant today than it’s ever been, and I am most 
proud of that because it will help with our future, too.”  

During his tenure, the 
organization has made great strides 
in preparing for its future. In mid-
2018, the NPPA office relocated 
to new facilities along O Street in 
Lincoln. 

“Hopefully we can be there for 
the next 50 years,” said Juhnke.  

Juhnke also implemented 
strategic planning within the 
organization, a major milestone 
toward preserving the future of 
NPPA.  

“When I started, there was no process for strategic 
planning,” Juhnke said, “but now every two years we have 
a board retreat and update the strategic plan.”   

This strategic planning process is vital to remain 
forward-focused as both an organization and a united 
industry amidst the evolving circumstances in agriculture. 
Juhnke mentioned several existing trends that he predicts 
will continue in the hog industry, such as more dependence 
on technology, including artificial intelligence, and the 
consolidation of farming operations.  

“Also, labor issues will continue to be important,” 
Juhnke said.  

The labor issue is twofold, he explained. First, we 
have fewer and fewer young people to take over farming 
operations or work in the hog barns. Moreover, the farming 
population is aging. Juhnke can relate to older farmers’ 
desire to slow down or sell out of the hog business.  

“I am a baby boomer, and I’m retiring,” said Juhnke. “A 
lot of swine producers across the state are baby boomer 
age and are thinking about retirement, too.”  

Despite the fact that there are fewer farms every year, 
the number of pigs has actually increased.  

“In the nine years that I’ve been here, Nebraska 

continues to grow its animal numbers in the hog industry. 
We have fewer farms, but we also have more pigs than 
when I started,” Juhnke said.  

Pork producers have responded to industry fluctuations 
by building larger hog units and entering into contrats. 
Currently, the typical size of a finish barn in Nebraska is 
2,500 head, said Juhnke.  

“We will continue to have contract pigs, but that’s not 
bad,” Juhnke said. “Contract agreements have brought a 
stable income to the farms and given a place for a son or 
daughter to come back to the farm and work.”  

He also expects that more hog 
barns will be built in Nebraska, 
particularly finish barns. One benefit 
these types of barns offer farmers 
is collecting manure, a valuable 
commodity as commercial fertilizer 
prices have risen over the years. 
They also provide stability in the 
agricultural industry, he said.   

Juhnke closed the interview 
with a heartfelt appreciation for all 
the people he has worked with as 

executive director of NPPA. He said he was “blessed” with 
a very good board of directors, nine outstanding presidents, 
and wonderful staff at NPPA.  

Most of all, he has seen firsthand how “salt of the earth” 
farmers in Nebraska have dedicated themselves to their 
farming operations, community and state. He is proud 
of pork producers for being part of a system that 
provides protein now and in the future.  

“The people in the swine industry are  
some of the top folks that I’ve ever met along 
my career line anywhere,” said 
Juhnke. “They are growing 
good quality, sustainable, 
affordable products that 
feed not only this  
country but people  
all over the world.”  

 

Al Juhnke, middle, and Nebraska pork producers 
attend the Spring Legislative Action Conference in 
Washington, D.C.
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Not all duties have 
been strenuous for  
Al Juhnke as executive 
director of Nebraska 
Pork Producers 
Association. Enjoying 
Ribfest is one of the 
perks of his position.  
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Making The Most of Swine Manure
By Dr. Amy Schmidt, Professor, Animal Manure 
Management, University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Ask any pork producer if the manure produced 
by their pigs is a good fertilizer, and they’ll 
reply with a resounding, “Yes!” The benefits of 
manure to crop yield, soil structural properties, 
organic matter, the soil microbiome, and long-
term cropland resilience have been demonstrated 
time and again through research across many 
soil types, geographic locations, and cropping 
systems. But in a state like Nebraska where there 
are many types of livestock manures available, 
there is value in understanding how the manure 
from a specific livestock species impacts crop 
and soil characteristics. After all, every farmer 
wishes to get the most “bang for their buck,” so 
if multiple sources of manure are available, it 
pays to know which type might provide the 
greatest value to one’s cropland.

A recent National Pork Board (NPB)-funded 
review of published research1 revealed a lack of 

replicated, controlled, multi-
year studies evaluating 

swine manure impacts on crops and soils over 
time and across multiple geographic regions of 
the U.S. This type of research is now underway.

A five-year study in 10 pork-producing states 
is assessing corn grain yields and changes in 
soil properties under injected swine manure, a 
combination of manure and inorganic starter 
fertilizer, and inorganic fertilizer alone. The 
project, led by South Dakota State University 
and funded by the NPB, includes a site in 
Nebraska at the Haskell Agricultural Lab near 
Concord, Nebraska. Along with yields, the 
research will generate extensive data on soil 
nutrient concentrations, bulk density, water 
retention, wet aggregate stability, microbial 
biomass, soil respiration, and many other 
parameters at various depths up to 24 inches. 
Many of the properties being evaluated are 
indicators of erosion and runoff potential, 
diversity and abundance of the soil microbial 
community, and nutrient cycling capabilities, 
all important factors in the fertility, surface and 
ground water quality, and long-term resilience of 
cropland.

At Nebraska’s study site, the plots receiving 
manure had higher corn yields than the inorganic 
fertilizer treatment during the 2024 growing 
season, though statistical analyses have yet 
to be completed. Results are expected to vary 
year-to-year with different weather conditions 
impacting how the system responds to treatments 
from one season to the next. While it is too 
early to draw any concrete conclusions from 
the study, the project is poised to generate the 
most comprehensive and robust set of data ever 
gathered to assess how swine manure impacts 
cropland and crops over multiple seasons.
1 �Yost, J.L., Schmidt, A.M., Koelsch, R., and Schott, L.R. 2022. Effect 

of swine manure on soil health properties: A systematic review. Soil 
Sci. Soc. Am. J. (86):450-486. https://doi.org/10.1002/saj2.20359

Dr. Amy Schmidt (right) 
working at the field study site.

www.NEpork.org
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David Newman, Sr. Vice President  
of Market Development, National  
Pork Board 

The year 2024 proved to be a 
successful one for the U.S. pork 
industry. Take a look at the pork 
export successes throughout the year.

Each day, I work with strategic 
partners and my team at the National 
Pork Board (NPB) to serve America’s 
60,000 producers by adding value to 
every part of the pig, domestically and 
internationally. Today, I’m fired up to 
celebrate the record-breaking 2024 
year-end pork export data released 
last week, indicating a volume of 3.03 
million metric tons (+4% YoY) valued 
at $8.63 billion (+6%YoY).  
2024 Year-End Data 

Let’s look at some key highlights 
sourced directly from U.S. Meat 
Export Federation (USMEF):  

•  �Pork exports to Mexico totaled 1.15 
million metric tons in 2024, up 5% 
from the enormous total exported 
in 2023. Export value climbed 10% 
in 2024 to $2.58 billion – more than 
doubling since 2020. 

•  �Colombia’s demand for U.S. pork 
increased 26% to 142,035 mt, far 
exceeding the previous record 
(106,456 mt) reached in 2021. 
Export value jumped 32% to just 
under $360 million.  

Source: USMEF, Feb. 6, 2025 Press Release  
Building Confidence in U.S. Pork 

The Pork Checkoff has developed 

an international market development 
strategy to build confidence in U.S. 
pork in a diverse global protein 
market. We differentiate U.S. Pork 
from competitors and add value and 
opportunity to other markets. We build 
trust in pork production and practices, 
expand markets and strategically 
position pork to drive purchase 
decisions.  
USMEF: Boots-On-The-Ground 

USMEF executes marketing 
programs on our behalf and positions 
U.S. pork as a safe, high-quality, 
consistent product. Additionally, 
USMEF leverages Checkoff dollars 
with USDA Foreign Agriculture 
Service contributions. The Market 
Access Program matches Checkoff 
dollars invested, meaning strategic 
partnerships create a strong return on 
investment for U.S. pork producers. 

Past NPB President and current 
USMEF Executive Member Gene 
Noem hits home the value of 
partnership when he explains that 

“marketing works, and we can leverage 
USMEF to be boots-on-the-ground 
expertise for short-term activations 
that create long-term demand.”  
Partnerships Boost Capabilities 
Abroad 

One such example is adding 
value to the loin in Mexico, where the 
growing demand for pork products 
and desire for versatility grow U.S. 
Pork import share. We collaborate 
with USMEF and two USDA programs 

to capitalize on consumer trends and 
teach importers how the primal can  
be processed, seasoned, packaged 
and marketed.  

It has never been more important 
that we collaborate closely as an 
industry. USMEF’s in-market expertise 
and NPB’s carcass maximization 
strategy boost demand in key 
countries. Colombia, for example, 
is the sixth-largest market for U.S. 
Pork1. Last fall, USMEF’s in-market 
experience suggested developing  
an innovative U.S. Boston Butt  
burger for food service. They 
presented it to importers, distributors 
and processors in four major 
Colombian cities.  
Optimism Ahead 

Finally, NPB’s international  
market development strategy 
truly values the contributions of 
producers and state pork association 
representatives. In 2024, numerous 
producers traveled to emerging and 
established markets on behalf of U.S. 
Pork to talk about on-farm production 
and learn about market dynamics to 
help shape future strategies.  

Overall, 2024 was a successful 
year for our international market 
development. I look forward to 
continuing working with strategic 
partners to build trust in and add  
value to U.S. Pork for our global 
consumers.  
Sources: USDA Foreign Agricultural 
Service and USMEF. Contact the Pork Checkoff for 
more information. 

2024 Exports Reveal Record-Breaking Year



Calendar  
of Events
April
24	� Nebraska Dietetic 

Association, Lincoln

June
4-6	� World Pork Expo, Des 

Moines, IA

July 
9	� Nebraska Pork Expo and 

NPPA Annual Membership 
Meeting, York

13-16	� National Pork Industry 
Conference, Wisconsin 
Dells, WI

August
15	� VIP Event, Omaha Storm 

Chasers Baseball Game, 
Omaha

23-24	� Nebraska State Fair, 4-H 
Pig Show, Grand Island

September 
4	� Pork Chop Scramble, 

Quail Run Golf Course, 
Columbus

25	 Taste of Elegance, Omaha

23-25	� Aksarben, Pig Show, 
Omaha

For more information on any of these 
scheduled events, call 888-627-7675 or  
www.nepork.org
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2025 
NEBRASKA pork expo

  

JULY 9, 2025
Holthus  

Convention  
Center

York, Nebraska

SAVE THE DATE

A day of education, 
innovation,  

and networking!

More information can be found at 
www.becomeafan.org
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To enhance awareness, build trust and increase 
recommendations, NPB focused on education and 

endorsement efforts with select health and nutrition 
influencers, who are gatekeepers of public opinion 
about pork’s role in reaching health goals. “By sharing 
pork’s nutritional benefits with dietitians, scientists and 
health professionals, we ensure that pork remains 
top of mind in dietary 
guidance and consumer 
recommendations – we 
call this Endorsement,” 
explains Dr. Hicks-Roof.  

NPB participated in 76 
events – as guest experts, 
speakers, hosts, sponsors, 
moderators, educators, 
networkers — with 
more than 16 thousand 
attendees in-person or 
virtually in 2024. 

“The Endorsement 
portion of our human 
nutrition programming 
is key to identifying where exactly we can move the 
needle with this group. By focusing on an individual’s 
current mindset about pork nutrition, we can share 
the information and data they might need to shift their 
opinion,” explains Emily Krause, MFCS, RD, LD, FAND, 
NPB, director of nutrition health and wellness initiatives.   
Program highlights include:
•  �Dietitian Roadshows: Through our Pork & Partners 

program, educational programs with dietitians allow 
NPB to equip influential dietitians working in media, 

retail and beyond with data-driven information that 
promotes pork as a versatile, nutritious option. With 
this information, we can empower these professionals 
to become advocates for pork and help grow demand 
across health-conscious consumers.

•  �National Nutrition Events: High-profile conferences 
offer another opportunity to extend our reach to the 

scientific community, 
including sessions at 
the American Society of 
Nutrition (ASN) on the role 
of nutrient-dense proteins 
like pork on healthy aging, 
which attracted nearly 300 
attendees. Additionally, 
hosting private events and 
exhibiting at conferences 
including Today’s Dietitian 
and the Academy of 
Nutrition and Dietetics 
annual conference 
(FNCE), educational 
webinars and other more 

intimate educational sessions, reached thousands of 
healthcare professionals and dietitians to help ensure 
that pork’s nutritional profile is top of mind when it 
comes to endorsement of consumer protein choice.  

“By strategically aligning with these influential groups, 
we’re helping producers capture a broader audience of 
health-conscious consumers, growing trust in pork and 
positioning it as a staple in healthy, balanced diets,” said 
Krause. “Working with these populations has proven 
beneficial when we see social posts sharing our key 
nutrition messages.”

Sharing Research to Build Endorsement:  
Growing Trust Among Health  

and Nutrition Experts

Article courtesy 
of the National 
Checkoff Board.

Influential media dietitians attend a Pork & Partners Dietitian 
Roadshow in Des Moines. 

Your Checkoff Dollars at work…

Learn more about how the Pork Checkoff is 
using Consumer Connect to build a bigger 
appetite for pork. Click on porkcheckoff.org



Whatever your reason, 
choose Unleaded 88.

ChooseUnleaded88.com
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Bio-Security At Its Best!

402-207-0193 
FarmerBoyAg.com

Get the Incinerator and Parts You Need
Available Today at Farmer Boy!



Jake Ruth
jruth@heartlandbuilders.net

Jay Moore 
jmoore@bioverse.com 

Jordan Jansen 
jordan.jansen@standardnutriton.com

Allison Zabel
Allison.zabel@genusplc.com

Dakota Fiene
dakota.fiene@pharmgate.com
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Russ Vering
russv@cpmfeed.com Chris Ford  

chris.ford@fcsamerica.com

Kevin Nolan
kevin.nolan@parkslivestock.com

Tim Frame    
timothy.frame@raboag.com

Gold Level ($2,000)

Silver Level ($850)

Thank you, Allied Members, for all of your support through the years, 
and welcome to our new Allied Members. We are greatly appreciative 
of our new members continuing to renew your membership and support 
of the Nebraska Pork Producers Association. We look forward to a 
successful 2025 with our three tiers of membership.

If you would like to become an Allied member, please contact  
Seth Mitchell, seth@nepork.org, 618-838-2061. 2 0 2 5  M e m b e r s

Larry Himmelberg
Himmelberg@cvacoop.com Leah Greiner

leah.greiner@elanco.com
Terry Marx

terry@cshe.com

Craig Behnken
craig.behnken@zoetis.com

Cody Griffith
cody@ezit.solutions



Silver Level ($850)

Sterling Meyer
sterling.meyer@merck.com

Austin Woltemath
Austin.woltemath@merck.com

Steve McNorton
smcnorton@midwestlivestock.com 

Andy Chvatal 
andy@nebraskasoybeans.org

Wade Lee
wlee@smithfield.com

Anthony Charron
Anthony.Charron@tyson.com

Ron Browning
rsbrowning@wholestonefarms.com

Kelly Brunkhorst
kelly.brunkhorst@nebraska.gov

Andrea Koehn
akoehn@qcsupply.com

Gary McDuffee
gmcduffee@hogslat.com

Carly Kindschuh
ckindschuh@hogslat.com

Andy Scholting
records@nutrientadvisors.com

Sabrina Zenor
szenor@summitcarbon.com

Dave VanHooser  
David.vanhooser@topigsnorsvin.com

Tim Kurbis
tim@newstandardus.com

Jason Hengeveld      
 Jason.Hengeveld@huvepharma.us

Melvin Dorf   
melvind@farmerboyag.com

Kelly Cobb
kelly@greengablecontracting.com

Steve Hays 
shays@plymouthindustries.com

Tim Kremer
tim@pitcharger.com

Andrew Dierks  
andrew@nebraskascientific.com

Josh Wolfe   
josh@midlandsprinting.com 

888-627-7675

Wayne Luebbe
Wayne_luebbe@ajg.com
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Dillon Hansen
Dhansen@envirotechag.com 



Bronze Level ($350)
Company	 COntact	 Email
ADA Enterprises	 Josh Couch	 josh@adaent.net 
A.J.  O'Mara Group	 Liam O'Mara 	 sales@ajomara.com
AcuFast Genetics	 Mike O'Neal	 moneal@fastgenetics.com	
AFAN	 Steve Martin 	 stevem@a-fan.org		
Ag Plus/L.E.M., Inc.	 Ed Mensinger	 AgPlus@nvc.net		
Agri Sales	 Brad Carlton	 brad@agrisales-inc.com		
American Resources, LLC	 Tony Nelson	 tony@pigequipment.com	
Aurora Cooperative   	 Jeff Folmer 	 jfolmer@auroracoop.com.	
Bimeda, Inc.	 Jim Lovin	 jim.lovin@bimeda.com		
Brehmer Mfg., Inc. 	 Joe Brehmer	 tender@brehmer.com		
Bridgeport Corporation	 Chad Nedved	 chad.nedved@bridgeportcorp.com	
CAM Spray	 Jim Gillispie	 Gillespie@camspray.com	
Cannonball Express	 Jentry Schram	 jschram@thejunctionllc.com
Central Confinement Services LLC   	 Joey Hiesterman	 jhiesterman@cencon.com		
CIH	 Donald Moy	 dmoy@cihedging.com		
Commodity Solutions Inc.	 Jed Christensen	 jedc@commoditysolutions.com
DNA Genetics	 Bill Nichols	 bnichols@dnaswinegenetics.com	
DataMars Livestock	 Joe Nerud	 joe.nerud@datamars.com	
Design Agri-Systems	 Randy Eisenmanger	 dsignag@gmail.com		
Dorchester Farmers Cooperative	 Kevin Wittler	 kwittler@farmersco-operative.com	
Endovac Animal Health	 Curtis Stutheit	 cstutheit@endovacanimalhealth.com
Feed Flo	 Casey Forsyth	 casey@feedflo.com	
FERA Diagnostics & Biologicals	 Shawn Ryan	 shawn@teraah.com 
GenePro, Inc.	 Vince Osborn     	 osborn@genepro.inc.com	
Gro Master	 Marvin Wastell	 marvin@gromaster.com		
Hypor	 Garret Weber	 garret.weber@hendrix-genetics.com 
IHT Group	 Boyd Rice	 brice@ihtgroup.ca		
JES Environmental Services	 Reece Sukovaty	 reece@jesenv.com		
Lamson Dugan & Murray	 Sean Minahan	 sminahan@ldmlaw.com		
Livingston Enterprises, Inc.	 Bruce Livingston	 bruce@livingstonent.com		
Minitube USA, Inc.	 John Quackenbush	 john@minitube.com		
MiXscience-Oleon	 James Bryte	 jim.bryte@groupeavril.com
National Pork Board	 Rob Christine	 rchristine@pork.org		
National Pork Producers Council	 Tyler Bettin	 bettint@nppc.org		
NE Corn Growers Association	 Brenda Zanga	 bzanga@necga.org		
NOVUS International	 Andrew Howerton	 andrew.howerton@novusint.com
Osborne Industries, Inc.	 Ron Smith 	 rsmith@osborne-ind.com		
Phibro Animal Health	 Mark Rooney	 mark.rooney@pahc.com		
Precision Structures Incorporated	 Chris Harmsen	 charmsen@psi.team		
Provimi	 Mike Clark	 mclark@provimi-na.com	
Solar Heat Electric 	 Michael Shonka 	 michael@solaromaha.com
The Junction, LLC	 Jentry Schram              	 jschram@thejunctionllc.com	
Toillion Consulting Services, Inc.     	 Joe Toillion	 joet45@gmail.com
Trusscore 	 Sam Brake	 samb@trusscore.com 
United Animal Health	 Vickie Vandergrift	 vickie.vandergrift@unitedanh.com
Wahoo Concrete Products	 Craig Nickolite	 craig@wahooconcrete.com
Whole Hog Genetics	 Ron Brodersen	 ronb@wholehogai.com	
XF - Nebraska	 Dennis Nuttelman	 nd04056@windstream.net
Zoltenko Farms Inc	 Justin Bertling    	 justin.bartling@ZFIstud.com	
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Gary McDuffee

402-270-3279

Outside Sales

The VC-1000 Series Controller from Hog Slat puts complete climate control at your fingertips. 

With dual variable outputs, four ON/OFF channels, and a user-friendly touchscreen interface, 

delivering the precision control your operation demands.

VC-1000 FEATURES:
• Temperature and minimum ventilation curves for optimal climate control
• Customizable minimum ventilation ON/OFF cycles
• Smart humidity compensation to maintain ideal conditions
• Advanced mist cooling options for hot weather management
• Bilingual interface with instant English/Spanish toggle for seamless operation

VC-1000 Series Ventilation Controller

Carly Kindschuh

402-380-0549

Retail Sales


